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P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S1

6:20 p.m.2

CHAIR MITTEN: Good evening, ladies and3

gentlemen. This is a continuation of a public hearing4

of the Zoning Commission of the District of Columbia,5

and today is Thursday, February 20th, 2003.6

My name is Carol Mitten, and joining me7

this evening are vice chairman Anthony Hood, and8

Commissioners Peter May, James Hannaham, and John9

Parsons.10

The initial hearing began on Thursday,11

September 19th, 2002. The subject of this evening's12

hearing is Zoning Commission case number 02-20, this13

is a request by the Catholic University of America for14

special exception review, and approval, of a new15

campus plan in the R-4, R-5A and C-M-1 zoned16

districts, pursuant to sections 210 and 3104 of the17

District of Columbia zoning regulations.18

Notices of today's, well actually the19

original, hearing were published in the D.C. register20

on May 24th, 2002, and in the Washington Times on21

August 2nd, 2002.22

This hearing will be conducted in23

accordance with the provisions of 11 DCMR section24

3103, those are the Board of Zoning adjustment rules25
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for campus plans, or for special exceptions, which we1

use for campus plans.2

Copies of the hearing announcement are3

available to you and are located on the table near the4

door. The order of procedure this evening will be as5

follows:6

Preliminary matters followed by the7

Applicant's case, the report of the Office of8

Planning, Reports of other agencies, report of the9

affected Advisory Neighborhood Commissions, parties10

and persons in support, parties and persons in11

opposition and, finally, rebuttal by the Applicant.12

The following time constraints will be13

maintained in this hearing. The Applicant will have14

one hour, parties will have 15 minutes, organizations15

will have 5 minutes, and individuals will have 316

minutes.17

The Commission intends to maintain these18

time limits as strictly as possible, in order to hear19

the case in a reasonable period of time. The20

Commission reserves the right to change the time21

limits for presentations if necessary, and notes that22

no time may be ceded.23

Parties may, at any time, object to any24

question posed to a witness by another party, or to25
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evidence sought to be introduced into the record if it1

is irrelevant, immaterial, or unduly repetitious.2

The Commissioners, as well, may request3

that such testimony or evidence not be received, or4

that such evidence be struck from the record.5

All persons appearing before the6

Commission are to fill out two witness cards, and7

these cards are also located on the table near the8

door.9

Upon coming forward to speak to the10

Commission please give both cards to the reporter, who11

is sitting to our right.12

And I would also ask, is there a sign-up13

sheet by the door, as well?14

MR. BASTIDA: Yes.15

CHAIR MITTEN: Anyone who plans to16

testify, representing an organization, or an17

individual, if you could sign the list at the door.18

The decision of the Commission, in this19

case, must be based exclusively on the public record.20

To avoid any appearance to the contrary, the21

Commission requests that persons present not engage22

the members of the Commission in conversation during a23

recess, or at any other time.24

Staff will be available, throughout the25
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hearing, to discuss procedural questions, and you can1

direct those questions to Mr. Bastida or Ms. Sanchez.2

Please turn off all beepers and cell3

phones at this time so as not to disrupt these4

proceedings.5

And at this time the Commission will6

consider any preliminary matters. Mr. Bastida, any7

preliminary?8

MR. BASTIDA: The staff has only a9

preliminary matter. The Applicant has submitted an10

affidavit of maintenance and the posting in accordance11

to the Commission's request to clarify. And there was12

no doubt that the hearing was postponed to today.13

Accordingly the staff believes that the14

Applicant has complied with all the wishes of the15

Commission.16

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you. And just to17

remind everybody, we have ANC 5/C is the automatically18

affected ANC, and then at our first hearing we also19

designated ANC 5/A as an affected ANC.20

Is there anyone here representing ANC 5/C21

at the moment?22

(No verbal response.)23

CHAIR MITTEN: Anyone here representing24

ANC 5/A at the moment?25
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(No verbal response.)1

CHAIR MITTEN: Okay. Any preliminary2

matters?3

(No response.)4

CHAIR MITTEN: Would all individuals5

wishing to testify please rise now to take the oath?6

Ms. Sanchez?7

MS. SANCHEZ: Do you solemnly swear or8

affirm that the testimony you are about to give in9

this proceeding will be the truth, the whole truth,10

and nothing but the truth?11

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you. We are ready12

whenever you are.13

MS. PRINCE: Good evening, Madam Chair and14

members of the Commission. I commend you for having a15

full complement of members on this snowy evening.16

For the record I'm Allison Prince with the17

law firm of Shaw Pittman. I'm pleased to represent18

Catholic University on this campus plan. It is the19

second plan that I have worked with the university on.20

The first one was back in '89.21

This application is not accompanied by any22

concurrent request for special exception in the way of23

a further processing. It is simply an update of the24

plan.25
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I'm pleased to note that we have the1

support of ANC 5/A, the ANC in which the main part of2

the campus is located. We also have been able to meet3

with ANC 5/A. Did I say 5/C? Okay, 5/C is the main4

part of the campus, the north campus is now located in5

5/A.6

We have had an opportunity to meet with7

5/A, there is a letter on the record. We have the8

support of the Office of Planning with conditions, and9

the support of DDOT with conditions.10

Since the September postponement we have11

provided extensive and detailed information regrading12

historic preservation, environmental considerations,13

and housing, to the Office of Planning, to address the14

open issues that were raised in its September report.15

I believe that this information has16

allowed the Office of Planning to prepare a very17

complete report, and I think we have addressed all the18

outstanding questions.19

One matter of note, we propose to prepare20

and submit an historic preservation element of the21

plan after an inventory of all historic buildings on22

campus is conducted.23

That would be an item that we would submit24

after completion of the survey that the School of25
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Architecture will conduct, and it would be submitted1

to this Commission.2

As the witness will discuss, Catholic3

University has worked hard to develop a plan that4

meets the university's needs, and is responsive to the5

community's concerns.6

Catholic University enjoys a good7

relationship with the Brookland community. Many, many8

of its students live on campus. All of the freshmen9

and sophomores live on campus. And the majority of10

those who do not, live in Maryland and Virginia.11

The university has excellent records of12

where its students reside, those who reside off-13

campus. And with that information I think we were14

able to demonstrate, to the Office of Planning, that15

students who reside in apartment buildings in Silver16

Spring, and take the metro to and from campus, truly17

don't have an adverse impact on the Brookland18

community. And there are, in fact, over 1,00019

students who live in Maryland.20

The approval that we are seeking is21

special exception, a use per diem compatible, provided22

the test is met. And I believe that our application23

demonstrates that there will be no adverse impacts24

resulting from noise, traffic, number of students, or25
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other objectionable conditions.1

In the testimony that will follow we will2

explain that the enrollment of the university now is3

lower than it was when we came before the Board in4

1989. This is not an expanding institution.5

Hopefully it will be, but it has not expanded, in6

fact, has declined in the past ten years. We are7

trying to capture that enrollment, and I think Sue8

Pervi can address that.9

Based on the written materials we have10

submitted in this evening's testimony, we believe that11

we will demonstrate that we meet the test for special12

exception.13

A number of key issues are unchanged from14

the last plan, which is why we refer to this as a15

maintenance plan, or an update. The enrollment cap we16

are requesting is the same; the employee/staff cap we17

are requesting is the same, and the boundaries are18

identical.19

I will note that when we came before this20

Commission in September, the entire campus was located21

within 5/C, and now our campus has been divided22

between two ANCs, ANC 5/A and 5/C, with the main23

campus in 5/C.24

What is most different about this plan,25
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And I think makes us very happy to present it to you,1

is that there is greatly improved vehicular and2

pedestrian flow; there is increased parking and3

housing; there is an FAR that is less than that which4

was approved in 1989. We've gone from a .49 to a .46,5

a fraction of the 1.8 that is permitted in the zone.6

And, finally, as you can see from the7

plan, there is a significant increase in the amount of8

open space and improved landscaping. I think EDAW has9

paid a whole lot of attention to the orientation and10

improvement of space on the plan.11

And, as Marsha Lea will explain, in12

greater detail, I think it is really a better plan in13

many ways.14

Our presentation will be in three parts.15

The first witness will be Sue Pervi, from Catholic16

University. She is a veteran, she has been with the17

university, I believe, for 20 years. She will discuss18

the mission and philosophy of the university; her work19

with the community, which has been extensive; just the20

general community outreach that occurs, with the21

university, on a daily basis, and in the quiet way22

that you might not know about; she will also address23

issues like enrollment and housing.24

The second witness will be Marsha Lea,25
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from EDAW. She is a landscape architect and planner.1

She has designed the entire campus plan with input2

from the committee that was set up at the university.3

She will describe the main features of the4

plan, the changes from the last plan, and the location5

of new buildings and roadways. I have her resume, she6

has been qualified, as an expert, by the Commission in7

the past. I'm not sure you require it.8

And, finally, the third witness will be9

the traffic engineer, Cullen Elias, from O.R. George10

and Associates, who will discuss traffic and parking11

elements of the plan. He, also, has been qualified as12

an expert by this Commission. But if you would like13

his resume, I have that for you.14

If you have no questions, I would like to15

proceed with the testimony of Sue Pervi. We will16

complete our whole presentation within an hour,17

hopefully shorter.18

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you. Let's just go19

right through, and then we will ask our questions at20

the end. Thank you.21

MS. PERVI: Thank you, Chairperson Mitten.22

I provided copies of the testimony, would23

you like those?24

CHAIR MITTEN: That would be great.25
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MS. PERVI: Okay, I thought that might be1

helpful. I will try to rush through, but I wanted to2

make sure it was comprehensive.3

I'm Susan Pervi, I am the vice president4

for student life at Catholic University. Allison5

revealed my secret, that I have been there 20 years,6

as of this past December. But I have been part of the7

senior leadership team for the last 15 years.8

First as the vice president for9

administration, and now as the vice president for10

student life, where I'm able to continue to guide our11

essential institution programs and services.12

I have been responsible for ensuring the13

campus facilities are established, and maintained, to14

promote a respectful learning-centered environment.15

I've taken great care to ensure that the institution16

remains focused on preserving the total campus17

environment, not just individual facilities; and that18

we practice responsible renovation and growth, as we19

continue to respect and build on tradition, yet20

effectively respond to change.21

I now continue to lead the planning,22

development, and implementation of a broad range of23

programs, to enable our students to be more fully24

engaGed in their formal studies, while learning25
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lifelong skills to grow physically, socially,1

emotionally, vocationally, and spiritually, and to be2

able to do so in a safe and supportive environment.3

The student life staff works in close4

partnership with the dedicated academic community,5

campus ministry program, and facilities operations6

staff.7

The Catholic University, just briefly in8

terms of history, the Catholic University is a9

national institution committed to a strong local10

presence, and is proud to be in a well established11

neighborhood in the District of Columbia.12

We were established 116 years ago, in13

1987, by the Catholic Church in the United States, as14

a graduate research center, modeled after the great15

European universities of the 19th century.16

Now, that unique founding mission17

continues today, but on a much broader and larger18

scale, and a more comprehensive scale. Our particular19

commitment to excellence in scholarly research and20

teaching is demonstrated in the university's graduate21

and professional programs of study, but it also22

extends to our undergraduate programs, as well.23

Now, I have provided a fuller background24

of the university, its missions and goals, in the25
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campus master plan, which we've entitled "The Campus1

Plan 2002", but as you have heard, it is really an2

update of our 1992 plan.3

We are, indeed, a unique institution of4

higher education, given our history and our evolution.5

We are, for example, an institution that has been6

consistently committed to recruiting, retaining, and7

developing student athletes, and why we remain an NCAA8

division 3 institution.9

As a division 3 school our athletes are10

successful students first, excelling in philosophy,11

architecture, engineering, and music in the classroom,12

and then excelling in the pool, on our soccer field,13

on a basketball or volleyball court, and are led by14

coaches who are also teachers in our local schools, or15

retired from our local police agencies.16

Our student athletes are not on academic17

scholarships -- they are not on athletic scholarships18

but, as recently acknowledged by the NCAA in USA19

Today, we are collectively the group of athletes, in20

the NCAA division, in the nation, with the highest21

academic achievement, as measured by grade point22

averages.23

So our athletic awards programs resemble24

the academic honors programs you also often find at25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

16

other institutions. We are very proud of that. Yes,1

we are an institution proud of our students.2

In fact, in 2001 alone we celebrated,3

along with a very supportive ANC 5/C, our students'4

accomplishments. And just in 2001 there were national5

Novice Debate Champions, they were the National Men's6

Basketball Division 3 Champions, and they were in the7

National Moot Court Champions, that is our law school8

students.9

So the missions and traditions of the10

Catholic University of America really do attract11

students, and employees, who contribute to the many12

well-established, and meaningful outreach programs13

offered regularly.14

Enthusiastic students, and faculty, and15

staff, contribute more than 40,000 hours of volunteer16

service each year. The university serves the17

undeserved in educational, social, health, and18

spiritual help to the sick, elderly, homeless,19

disabled, and poor of the community.20

Our outreach projects are large and small,21

but all are encouraged as an intrical part of our22

campus life. And we did include, in our appendix, our23

semiannual, I guess it is every two year, production24

of our off-campus program, and this is the most up to25
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date booklet of our annual community service report.1

We would be happy to provide that, that just came out2

in January of 2003.3

The university develops active4

partnerships, especially those that contribute5

effectively to the lifelong education of citizens, our6

community's youth, and adult learners.7

For example, a decade-old partnership8

between the Community Preservation and Development9

Corporation, and the CUA Metropolitan College, focuses10

on quality, career enhancement programs for the11

Edgewood Terrace community.12

Program goals include, helping adult13

learners develop skills to secure employment,14

successfully attend college, and complete certificate15

or bachelor degrees.16

CUA operates the area's leading legal17

services clinics, focus on reducing domestic violence,18

and providing advocacy for the elderly. Similarly,19

the university has recently received an initial three20

year grant to help CUA improve mental health care for21

children and adolescents.22

This grant will help fund faculty salaries23

and curriculum development for a new masters degree,24

and certificate program, in child and adolescent25
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mental health.1

The grant and program will also help2

support a new clinic in the Brookland area of the3

District of Columbia where our students will assist4

faculty in providing mental health services for5

children.6

Teaching assistants in Washington, D.C.,7

special education programs, have an opportunity to get8

more formal training through another new initiative9

co-directed by the Chair of the CAU Department of10

Education in conjunction, also, with Metropolitan11

College. And this was just announced in September of12

2001.13

The Empowerment program, according to14

Professor Shavaun Wall, will both enable people who15

might have had barriers to taking college courses, and16

improve education for children with disabilities.17

In July of 2002 the U.S. Department of18

Health and Human Services announced support for a CUA19

Nursing School initiative to recruit and educate more20

nurses for primary health care to disadvantaged21

families and communities.22

In addition to providing graduate23

education, to recruit, educate, and motivate nurses to24

work as family practitioners in critical impoverished25
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minority communities, the program will continue to1

recruit youth to health professions, through the2

career health clubs already operated by CAU at local3

innercity elementary, junior high, and high schools.4

As reported in the Washington Post, on5

January 24th, 2002, the Catholic University of America6

was cited as among the national leaders in using7

federal work study program funds to provide community8

service, rather than to pay students for campus jobs.9

Coordinated through the CUA campus10

ministry offices the D.C. Reads program provides11

regular, extensive tutoring, and other appropriate12

outreach services, that include over 100 students.13

Catholic University is one of only two14

institutions we know, at this time, that has committed15

its own resources, although limited, to the program16

cost coverage that was just phased out by the federal17

government for the D.C. Reads program. In other18

words, Catholic University is going to pick up the19

program costs so that it can continue to place20

students in the D.C. Reads program.21

Institutional commitment to outreach is22

not just limited to our traditional undergraduate23

student population. I think that is what makes24

Catholic University unique. It is a graduate25
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institution, with a significant undergraduate1

population, but all our students participate in2

community outreach.3

I will quote our dean of our Columbus4

School of Law, in his welcome message in fall of 2001.5

"Other law schools are justifiably proud when 56

percent of their classes pursue government and public7

service. CUA law, for generations, has been offering8

up to 6 times that number, and never ceasing to ask9

how else can we serve?"10

A sample report, as I mentioned, really11

describes more of the kind of outreach that we do. I12

just thought that I would select a few programs to13

highlight.14

Our institutional commitment to service15

also extends beyond what I would consider traditional16

outreach projects and programs. As a national17

institution committed to a strong local presence we18

look to our assets, a strong campus environment, we19

have 144 acres, with a core of dedicated faculty and20

staff, to influence local, regional, and national21

issues of concern.22

CUA maintains an integrated emergency23

prevention, preparedness, and response plans, for24

potential threats, or acts of man and nature. The25
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tragic events of September 11th, 2001, prompted a1

formal review of our plans, and implementation2

measures, to ensure our internal preparations and3

responses remain thorough and sound.4

The university has taken a leadership role5

in urging continuous improvement of the consortium of6

universities, local and federal agency coordination7

and communication for emergency prevention,8

preparedness, and response.9

While CUA has established, has a long-10

established collaborative relationship with the D.C.11

Metropolitan Police Department, the D.C. Fire12

Department, and other district agencies, our13

institutional managers, at many levels, are actively14

seeking opportunities to expand these partnerships to15

benefit the broader community.16

And let me just give you a few examples of17

those. CUA has emergency evacuation agreements with18

neighboring schools and institutions. The university19

is working with the D.C. Department of Health, through20

the National Pharmaceutical Stockpile Program, to21

provide an appropriate facility for the dispensing of22

medication in the event of emergency.23

CUA has been formally recognized, by the24

regulatory agencies, for its exemplary safety and25
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compliance programs, especially regarding the1

environmental health and safety oversight for handling2

research materials.3

And certainly, these days, that is an4

important concern, how do you handle, if you are a5

research institution, your research materials. And I6

will tell you, two days ago, we were informed by the7

EPA that they are honoring us for a model,8

environmentally sensitive pesticide program.9

Please bear with me, just as I briefly10

describe our long-standing and proactive initiatives11

with the District of Columbia Metropolitan Police12

Department.13

CUA management and MPD representatives are14

an integral part of our annual new student and new15

parent orientations. That is, Metropolitan Police16

attends our annual orientations of all our new17

students, and all our new parents.18

And they continue to actively participate19

in programs for our returning students offered20

throughout the year. In addition to the direct21

student programs MPD management meets regularly, both22

on and off campus, to coordinate and address matters23

of local and campus community concern.24

Our director of public safety meets25
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regularly with our commander, our local commander, and1

the PDAs of the area, just to work with the community2

and the campus on initiatives that are of common3

interest.4

Let me reflect, for a moment, some unique5

student programs at the Catholic University of6

America, that are designed and delivered to develop7

students into responsible citizens.8

We take the issue of responsible9

citizenship very seriously here, and I have students10

behind me who will keep me honest during this11

testimony. Trust me, they are from "Our Tower", our12

student newspaper.13

First, during the new student and parent14

orientation the expectations of a CUA student, and15

these are all over our campus, these are clearly the16

expectations, they are clear, and they are reinforced17

in all our messages, from the President personally,18

and while the students are together with their19

families, and by other staff following his leads.20

The expectations, along with the core21

values, and an undergraduate student honor code22

statement, are incorporated into our educational23

programs, and our code of student conduct, and our24

disciplinary policies and procedures, all of which are25
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under my leadership.1

To address the national problem of alcohol2

abuse, at the local campus level, CUA has provided the3

leadership in the Metropolitan area for the initial4

development and subsequent enhancement of a campus5

alcohol reduction effort.6

We call it our care program, and I did7

provide that, also, as an appendix in our plan. CUA8

has pulled together the Metropolitan Police9

Department, the Alcohol Beverage Regulatory10

Administration, and other residential universities in11

the District of Columbia, to work together to reduce12

abusive and underage drinking.13

We are especially grateful for our14

continued partnership with Lt. Patrick Burke, of the15

MPD. The parents were most impressed by him at our16

orientation. Roderic Woodson, of the ABC Board, and17

Maria Delaney, director of ABRA.18

Our city wide accomplishments to date, of19

the Care Program, include successful support for a20

complete revision and strengthening of the D.C.21

alcohol law and regulations, support for this by the22

D.C. college and university presidents, was led by CUA23

and its president, Father David O'Connell.24

This law has resulted in increased number25
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of inspectors, better enforcement of alcohol service1

laws, and strengthening of regulations prohibiting2

service to minors.3

We were successful with the suspension of4

the license of Odds Cafe, including the imposition by5

the Alcohol Beverage Control of substantial penalties,6

including fines; the prohibition of the use of fliers7

on college campuses, and unfair drink specials8

solicitations aimed at underage college students.9

You know, these are all examples that you10

can find in your book, and I won't go too far. But11

CUA also provided a model being adopted by other12

schools in the district, and also around the country,13

they have asked us for all our materials, with14

incoming freshmen and their parents, regarding alcohol15

abuse; including what we call the Parents Care16

program, where parents sign a pledge, and they are not17

surprised when we call them up and ask them to come18

down and help us handle a situation that we might have19

with our students.20

Support for the protest of license renewal21

of problem bars. We provided a translation into22

Korean for many of the Korean owners of liquor stores23

and licensed establishments, we provided the24

translation of the D.C. alcohol regulations, so we25
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might help them.1

And we have been active participants in2

drafting final regulations for new alcohol laws. Our3

accomplishments, just on campus and in the Brookland4

community, and I think they are somewhat unique, we5

provided the leadership, once again, for the student6

alcohol abuse.7

In fact, at least one off-campus party,8

the president himself reported it to MPD. CUA --9

sometimes our president gets in the car and drives10

around. CUA's discipline property policy, this is11

very unique, which is promulgated to all students, it12

extends our code of student conduct to nearby student13

housing in the Brookland area.14

We have worked, successfully, with the15

regulatory administration to shut down rental16

properties of absentee landlords. And this policy has17

led to a dramatic reduction in disruptive parties, by18

students living in Brookland, that also might be19

living in houses with absentee landlords.20

The Parents Care program, it is the non-21

alcohol message for incoming freshmen and parents,22

parents sign a pledge to discuss alcohol issues with23

their students.24

And with the insistence of us at25
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orientation, and Metropolitan Police Department, and1

the Center for Science, and the Public Interest, they2

also receive supporting newsletters during the year,3

they also receive letters from the President, or from4

me, when their sons and daughters violate the alcohol5

policy.6

We also have banned all alcohol use by7

athletes, even those of drinking age, on all teams8

during the sports seasons. We have been able to9

proactively intervene to prevent potentially10

disruptive situations by investigating rumors, more11

readily brought to the attention of staff by students12

willing to come forward, for the greater good.13

We do have students that are willing to14

come to us and say, we see a problem developing, we15

want your help in trying to address it.16

We have worked closely with ABRA and MPD17

to support sting operations to reduce the use of fake18

IDs by students. We have increased the training for19

resident life staff employees, we have improved our20

programming, our non-alcoholic programming.21

We even use the alcohol fines that we22

provide to students to have Campus Ministry do special23

Friday night programs that are meant to attract24

students and keep students on campus.25
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And our Associate Dean of Students, Akima1

Rogers, has developed and updated our off-campus2

living guide. It is a guide that we use to better3

educate students on how to conduct themselves as4

residents in the Brookland community, and other5

communities. And we have the input from the6

neighborhood in that guide.7

CUA was the first and remains one of only8

two known institutions to continue to have the9

discipline property policy. And it does extend beyond10

the alcohol violations. So the discipline property11

policy found in the Code of Student Conduct, addresses12

a wide range of issues for U.S. citizens, and U.S.13

responsible citizens.14

We have led, we also led a successful15

sanctioning against a district-based bar, that16

continued to recruit underage university students from17

all area campuses, and the effort to prevent other18

establishments from doing the same.19

All area college students, I don't know if20

you are aware of this, at one point were being offered21

lucrative fees in exchange for filling the bars with22

underage patrons. It was quite a deal. You could get23

your rent paid, for several months, if you answered24

these ads. We successfully got that practice stopped.25
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Just recently CUA was, as we have1

continued to be, over and over again, the sole2

testifier on behalf of the greater community at the3

ABC Board hearings to call for regular, vigorous, more4

effective monitoring and sanctioning of the local bar5

establishment.6

We do this, continuously, even though --7

unfortunately the community calls us and says, will8

you join us in the testimony? And then we show up,9

and we are the only ones there, but we will keep10

showing up.11

I wanted to spend a few moments on these12

intervention programs and, really, that is again, to13

reinforce our commitment to establishing and14

providing effective follow-through for student15

behavior and conduct conducive to living and learning16

in a community environment of respect and civility.17

So we keep driving those points home.18

As I said, there is additional information19

in your appendix.20

University management seeks as a priority,21

also, a preservation of our campus site. I talked, a22

little bit, about these kind of programs. But we23

really do want to look at our campus as an asset.24

So how do we handle that? We feel that25
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the students, faculty, and staff do work together in1

the CUA environmental awareness initiative. The2

university has been partnering with a District-based3

certified and disadvantaged minority vendor for years,4

who is cooperating and collaborating with us on this5

program.6

In December of 2001 the National Wildlife7

Foundation released a report ranking colleges on their8

commitment to the environment. The Catholic9

University of America was identified as a leader in10

recycling and energy conversation, and we have been11

doing this in partnership with our vendor.12

Consistent with our current campus master13

plan, and long-range planning initiatives, the14

university has been relocating student residences,15

large and small, from the south campus to the main16

campus area.17

While doing so we have had a large, long-18

standing, special arrangement with the Garden19

Resources of Washington Grow. What they do is use20

those cleared areas and clean campus, south campus21

properties, to cultivate plants for neighborhood22

beautification, to grow fresh vegetables for a23

community and local food bank, and to support the24

popular neighborhood hobby of gardening in a community25
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building setting.1

Actually we have the community and CUA2

gardeners working together. And we are pleased to3

continue that, as we move our residence from south4

campus.5

The generous support of a CUA alumnus from6

the class of 1925, Eddie Pryzbyla, has provided the7

university with an opportunity to plant over 3008

additional trees on campus, during the period of the9

current master plan, matched with additional outdoor10

seating, and attention to places of rest.11

We are trying to make the campus much12

more, return it back to its green space. The campus13

strives to be a more pleasant place to reflect,14

stroll, and relax, for students, faculty, staff and15

guests, such as our neighborhood senior citizens.16

We did meet with a civic association who17

plans, as we open the Pryzbyla Center, to come and try18

to do some jogging and strolling on campus as part of19

their morning exercise program.20

So we think we are, you know, we are21

creating a campus that is at least safe, and provides22

an opportunity, specially for our senior citizens, to23

come and do safe walks, basically.24

An integrated transportation management25
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program for the safe and secure movement on campus is1

essential to serve our campus and neighborhood. CUA2

has an aggressive, integrated transportation3

management program, and we did provide that, also, as4

an index.5

We don't just say we have a bus system6

here, and we have streets here, and we have parking7

there, but what is it that we want to do in terms of8

an integrated management program.9

What I want to do is assure you that we10

recognize the quality of the institution's physical11

environment is what contributes to the recruitment and12

retention of faculty, students, and staff.13

We also seek to provide facilities that14

support the intellectual, spiritual, cultural growth15

of the campus community, and we recognize that our16

improvements must be respectful of our neighborhood17

environment.18

I'm just about done, but I'm going to19

share with you the moment of truth. We need to, at20

least, recapture our enrollment position from over 2021

years ago.22

We have leadership, we have energy, and we23

have commitment to strengthen our ability to enroll24

and retain both traditional and non-traditional25
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students.1

To respond to current and prospective2

students whose status during their time of enrollment3

may vary from undergraduate, graduate doctoral,4

graduate masters, professional, sometimes full time5

for one year, sometimes they are part-time for6

another.7

To do all that we are committed to8

responsible growth of programs and facilities. To do9

so, however, we must be able to maintain and maximize10

our ability to compete in the student market of today11

and the future.12

And the student market of today and of the13

future is very different than, frankly, when I went to14

school. And it is, as students have a lot of choice,15

they look for places that give them some of that16

freedom of choice, and we find ourselves really having17

to pay attention to that.18

Of course we would hope to do more of our19

renewal of our prominent core facilities, you know,20

the heritage of our campus, and build our new21

additions in a more aggressive time frame.22

But we recognize we face tough decisions23

when limited resources are available, and there are24

now more competing priorities than ever, such as25
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additional safety and security investments.1

Our families are expecting us to amplify2

what we have as safety and security features. We are3

fortunate to have a campus setting with generous land4

area, so a central campus improvement, such as our5

campus housing, really has been accomplished without6

adverse impact on the surrounding local environment.7

I hope, in this short period of time, I8

have been able to convey to you our sincere and very9

real institutional commitment to responsible facility10

improvements for the continued recruitment and11

retention of our students, employees, dedicated to our12

collective community efforts.13

I do, respectfully, ask that you approve14

our submission tonight, and I appreciate being able to15

be here tonight.16

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you.17

MS. PRINCE: Would you like to hold off on18

questions until the whole panel?19

CHAIR MITTEN: Yes.20

MS. PRINCE: The next witness is Marsha21

Lea who is an expert in landscape architecture. And,22

as I mentioned earlier, she really designed the entire23

campus plan with input from the committee formulated24

of various faculty members, and others.25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

35

CHAIR MITTEN: We have a cordless mike if1

that would be helpful.2

MS. LEA: I will start by showing you a3

little bit of the context of Catholic University.4

From this air photo the darkly shaded area is the5

campus proper. This is north Capitol Street, Irving6

Street, Michigan Avenue --7

CHAIR MITTEN: You need to keep the mike8

in the hand that you don't point with.9

MS. LEA: Okay, there we go. And the10

Metro tracks, and the Brookland CUA Metro stop.11

The area immediately around Catholic12

University was Brookland on its east, has a lot of13

large institutional uses. The Washington Hospital14

Center, Children's Hospital, the Reservoir, Soldiers15

Home, and some other catholic institutions to the16

south of the campus itself.17

And to confuse you I've changed the18

orientation of this drawing, but this is Michigan19

Avenue, North Capitol would be over here. And this20

just illustrates the zoning on the campus.21

The north campus is, primarily, the22

athletic facilities, the main campus. Both of those23

are zoned R-5A as is this portion of the south campus24

which is, primarily, residential use right now.25
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One piece of property that Catholic1

University owns is zoned CM-1. The FRA allowed is 1.82

on most of those properties, and the campus is just3

under 144 acres.4

Just to give you a quick illustration with5

photographs of the character of the campus, starting6

in this upper left-hand corner, this is the oldest7

building on campus Caldwell Hall, looking towards the8

shrine, which sits in the corner of campus right here,9

this is Caldwell Hall.10

Then we have the main campus green space,11

as seen from the shrine, with the second oldest12

building,McMahon Hall, and McMillan library.13

This is the relatively new law school,14

which was part of the last campus plan constructed in15

the last ten years, I believe, with the new green area16

quad that that created on campus.17

This is the Pryzbyla Center, which is the18

new university center. This photograph was taken in19

September, it is due to open in a couple of weeks.20

This is a photograph of Harewood Road, and21

the entrance to campus next to Nugent Hall. Some of22

the dormitories, resident halls, and photographs of23

the edge of campus on Michigan Avenue. Both of these24

are as seen from Michigan Avenue.25
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This is as you are approaching the Metro1

tracks and the bridge that go over them. To give you2

a sense of the existing buildings, and their uses, on3

campus the orange buildings illustrate academic and4

administrative uses. The yellow are the residents5

halls.6

These are the two newest that opened about7

a year ago, Millennium 1 and 2, creating a new8

courtyard around to existing residents halls. The red9

facilities, this is the new university center.10

This is the existing university center.11

Those represent student life athletics and fitness.12

That is currently North Hall, that is a dining13

facility. The purple is religious facilities,14

intermixed in campus, primarily chapel space. And15

then the athletic facilities, again.16

To briefly describe the vehicular17

circulation, and I won't spend a lot of time on that,18

as Cullen will be taking you through it in greater19

detail, but the access to campus, on almost all of the20

sides of campus, primarily along Michigan Avenue,21

where we have three traffic lights.22

This is actually the main entrance into23

the shrine. However, it gets used for campus entry,24

and feeds into a large parking lot in the center of25
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campus, and also smaller lots along that driveway, and1

you can circulate through campus that way.2

Another major entrance, vehicular3

entrance, into campus is opposite 7th Street on4

Michigan Avenue. And that brings you in and you can5

circulate, again, into these main parking lots.6

Harewood Road has several entrances. This7

is an entrance that allows you to enter campus, but8

not to exit. This is the Nugent Hall entrance that I9

showed you a photograph of, that will also take you10

into this primary parking area, and throughout campus.11

And then this entrance brings you to the12

northern perimeter of campus and allows you to13

circulate, again, through. Taylor Street gives you14

access to McCormick Road, which is the primary way to15

get to the law school parking garage, which is a 500-16

plus structure, with a green space on top of it.17

As Cullen will get into the parking, but18

it is fairly well distributed around the campus with a19

couple of key large lots, and a lot of small lots, and20

a lot of parking along roadways.21

Over time the circulation system has22

evolved to encircle a lot of the primary campus23

buildings. This is McMahon Hall, the second oldest24

building on campus, completely encircled with roadway.25
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McMillan Library is the same, Caldwell1

Hall, surrounded by parking and roadway. And some of2

the things we are trying to achieve, in the master3

plan, is to reduce the amount of paving.4

Just as a refresher for your memory, these5

are the, sort of the key elements of the current6

master plan, the 1992 master plan. And as Sue has7

mentioned, and as Allison mentioned, this is really8

seen as an update to that campus plan.9

There were many things in that plan that10

still seem very valid for Catholic University to be11

trying to achieve now. And many things that were on12

this plan have been accomplished by Catholic13

University in the intervening ten years.14

For instance, the law school has been15

constructed, and it was constructed in the heart of16

campus. The university center is under construction,17

that was on the campus plan. Housing has been built,18

and has been built on the north end of campus, which19

was one of the goals.20

Some of the other ideas, in this campus21

plan, were to introduce a new entrance off of Michigan22

Avenue, vehicular entrance, and to turn some of the23

existing parking, which is the large parking lot24

behind McMahon and Caldwell, into green space. And25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

40

you see that here and there, new surface parking lots.1

And in this case the plan was suggesting2

more housing on the northern end of campus in an area3

that is wooded.4

This we call spatial organization but it5

is actually a bit of a framework plan for the new6

campus plan. It is building on the strengths of the7

existing campus, recognizing some of the attributes8

the campus already has, in trying to enhance those a9

little further.10

What it is showing is that we have two11

primary pedestrian entrances into campus, and actually12

this one has a lot more weight than, probably, that13

one being directly across from the Metro station.14

There is, already, a bit of a ridge line.15

There is a lot of topographic change across the16

campus, this being quite a bit higher than the Metro17

stop, which is the low area.18

There is, already, a very large campus19

green here, a green here, and the quad across from the20

law school, and the university center. And what this21

plan is proposing, and there also is a green here, the22

plan is proposing to take the parking lot and turn23

that into another green, and connect all of these24

green spaces, whether they are new or existing, with a25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

41

central pedestrian spine, eliminating all of those1

conflicts between, or as many as possible, between2

pedestrians and vehicles, and keeping the vehicles on3

the outer edge, and connecting their circulation,4

internal to campus, but not in the core area of5

campus.6

And so this is the proposed buildings and7

facilities. And maybe we should just go directly to8

the illustrative plan. Maybe starting on Michigan9

Avenue, and actually on the south side of Michigan10

Avenue.11

The proposal is to demolish those12

buildings and move those uses, internal to the campus,13

and primarily those are residential and student life14

uses. And the thought is that they should move into15

this northern zone, where the rest of the residential16

uses are on campus, and that would happen in this17

band, along here, just on this, the south side of the18

existing roadway, preserving that wooded hillside,19

that is a wonderful asset for the campus.20

Along Michigan Avenue there would be a21

couple of opportunities for building and expansion.22

This is expansion of the university center which will23

have, take on new uses, as those uses move into the24

new university center.25
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A proposed building on that key entrance1

into the campus, academic or administrative uses.2

Other proposed new buildings include one that would3

end this quad that is being created by the law school,4

the university center, and this third building.5

Another building close to the new, or6

close to the Metro station, and close to this science-7

focused end of campus. Also new buildings here and8

here, sitting on parking structures, in this case,9

this case, and that case.10

Carefully located so that they enclose11

this quad space, preserve those existing trees, and12

create other spaces to enhance the campus life13

experience.14

Changes to the roadway network, we would15

continue to use this as one of the campus entrances,16

and this existing entrance would be enhanced, and17

turned into a more of a front door to the campus.18

What we are suggesting here, which would19

require the support of the District, since it is not20

university property, but what we would like to see21

happen, given the situation with this segment of22

McCormick Road, and the great number of pedestrians23

that come from the Metro have to cross McCormick Road24

to get on campus, would be to terminate that on a cul25
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de sac, still allowing emergency and service vehicles1

to make that connection to Michigan Avenue, but making2

that much more of a pedestrian zone.3

This would also have the added benefit of4

giving the Metro a Kiss and Ride turnaround. And5

currently there is a lot of, or a significant amount I6

should say, of traffic that traveled down McCormick,7

and cuts through the campus to exit onto Michigan8

Avenue, given the fact that this segment of McCormick9

Road is a one way, in this direction only, road. They10

use the campus as a cut-through, and that causes more11

conflicts with pedestrian travel through the campus.12

We would maintain the entrances into13

campus off of McCormick Road to the parking structure.14

We would maintain the entrance off of Harewood, and15

we would enhance the entrance into campus at Nugent16

Hall, making it a little bit more prominent, and it17

would connect to new parking, new parking here, and18

make a continuous link through in that direction.19

I think I talked, already, about the20

expansion of residential in this area. We are showing21

expansions to existing buildings, North Hall, which22

may turn into a student life facility fitness type23

center.24

An expansion to the library, an expansion25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

44

to the architecture school, I mentioned that1

expansion. And a bit of an expansion to the Dufour2

Center.3

Parking increases slightly. Most of it4

accomplished in parking structures or consolidated5

parking lots. While the goal is to remove most of the6

parking that is now located along the roadways, to7

make it much more pedestrian friendly.8

You will see that the core of campus is9

pretty much totally devoted to pedestrian traffic, or10

service and emergency vehicles. That is it.11

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you.12

MS. PRINCE: Our final witness is Mr.13

Cullen Elias, of O.R. George Traffic Engineers.14

MR. ELIAS: Madam Chair, members of the15

Commission, good evening. I am Cullen Elias of O.R.16

George and Associates.17

I notice that time is running out on us,18

so I will try to be very brief and not repeat some of19

the things that Marsha Lea had indicated earlier,20

traffic and transportation.21

My firm performed traffic studies in22

support of the CUA master plan update. Those studies23

were traffic impact assessment, dated April 2002; and24

an addendum to the assessment dated August 2002.25
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The studies were prepared in accordance1

with DDOT guidelines and requirements, as well as the2

D.C. zoning regulations, which require that campus3

plan updates, and I quote: "Do not become4

objectionable to neighboring property because of5

traffic."6

The studies conclude that the proposed7

master plan update could be accommodated by the8

existing roadway network, and that the proposed9

building, parking, and roadway changes, would not be10

objectionable to neighboring property from the11

perspective of traffic and parking.12

As I said, I want to be very succinct in13

terms of my presentation, and I would indicate that14

there are several positive elements of the campus and15

the adjacent roadway network that support the16

conclusion I just made.17

And I would just highlight them as quickly18

as I can. First of all is the location of the campus.19

The main campus, as you will see there, is bounded by20

Michigan Avenue, Harewood Road, Taylor Street, and21

McCormick Road.22

The first three roadways are all minor23

arterials and McCormick Road is a collecting facility.24

Recent access to the site is provided by Michigan25
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Avenue and North Capitol Street.1

All of the roadways I just mentioned are2

two way, except for McCormick Road, and as Marsha had3

pointed out earlier, on the southern, or Michigan4

Avenue end of McCormick Road, is one way northbound5

only.6

To determine the existing traffic7

situation on the adjacent roadway network, our studies8

evaluated some 11 intersections. We undertook 209

movement counts during the morning and afternoon peak10

periods.11

And based on our analysis we determined12

that all of the intersections operate within the13

city's acceptable planning standards, except for the14

complex intersection of Michigan Avenue at Harewood15

Road and 4th Street, which will operate at capacity16

during both peak hours.17

I should point out that the campus traffic18

constitutes only ten percent in the morning, and 1519

percent in the afternoon, relative to the total20

traffic volumes along Michigan Avenue.21

The campus, access to the campus is well22

distributed. I have an exhibit, there, with some23

arrows that indicate the distribution of the campus24

strips, both ingress and egress.25
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And you will note that a great proportion1

of those strips originate from Michigan Avenue. In2

terms of parking the campus is provided with 1,1423

parking spaces, with various surface lots, roadway4

locations, and a parking garage.5

Parking user surveys undertaken two6

typical weekdays indicate that the peak parking7

occupancy is in the range of 75 percent. The campus8

is located just adjacent to the CUA Brookland Metro9

rail station is just to the southeast of the campus.10

All of the roadways surrounding the campus11

are served by Metro bus routes. Based on our existing12

movement, as well as observations of the transit13

usage, we determined that the transit, the existing14

transit motor split is in the vicinity of 4 to 515

percent.16

In terms of our -- regarding the horizon17

year, that is 2012 traffic situation, we looked at18

three factors. First of all, and key, is the19

projected student population increase.20

Based on existing access patterns we21

extrapolated for those increases in student population22

to come up with incremental campus trips. We also23

applied an annual growth rate, on Michigan Avenue, to24

project or to be consistent with historical growth25
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trends along that roadway.1

In addition we looked at the projected2

trip generation from plan developments within the3

vicinity areas of the campus. With those three4

factors we determined that the existing, there would5

be no significant depreciation of the levels of6

service in the horizon year, compared to the existing7

year, the existing situation.8

The intersections will all continue to9

operate acceptably, except for those two locations I10

just mentioned. And in the 2012 horizon year the11

campus traffic will constitute just 15 to 20 percent.12

Marsha Lea took some time to explain, and13

to illustrate, the campus plan improvement, so I won't14

go over those again. One, which has particular15

importance, is the proposed improvement along16

McCormick Road.17

This road currently serves 30 percent, and18

20 percent of the campus traffic during the morning19

and afternoon peak hours, respectively. As a result20

of the improvements that Marsha highlighted there will21

be some redistribution of traffic along Michigan22

Avenue, along Harewood Road, and along Taylor Road,23

not to access the land uses along McCormick Road.24

We analyzed that situation and we found25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

49

that the levels of service will not change1

significantly. The future parking situation will be2

improved. Some 398 spaces, representing a 20 percent3

increase, will occur over the next 10 years.4

And I indicated earlier that the peak5

parking usage is in the vicinity of 75 percent. So6

this indicates that adequate parking will be provided7

on the campus, and there will be no neighborhood8

intrusion in terms of parking.9

The campus has in place a transportation10

management program, or a TMP, which promotes transit,11

walk, bicycle, and other non-single occupant vehicle12

usage, and also mitigates traffic impacts of special13

events.14

Key elements of the plan is the proximity15

of the adjacent Metro rail station, the campus'16

shuttle bus system, which I forgot to mention earlier,17

and the provision of bicycle racks, those are all key18

elements.19

In terms of the campus' shuttle bus system20

there are three elements, but they pretty much serve,21

provide connection between the campus and the adjacent22

Metro rail station, and all the areas which are23

residences for the students.24

And based on all of those factors, those25
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positive factors, it is the conclusion of our studies,1

that the proposed campus plan would not have a2

significant adverse impact on the adjacent network, or3

be objectionable to neighboring property, from the4

perspective of traffic and parking.5

The Michigan Avenue at 4th Street/Harewood6

Road sections, currently are at capacity, and will7

continue to do so with the implementation of the8

master plan changes, due to heavy through volumes on9

Michigan Avenue.10

The university expressed a willingness to11

work with DDOT to improve these locations through12

signal mitigating factors, geometric design13

improvements, and so forth.14

Thank you very much.15

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you.16

MS. PRINCE: That completes our17

presentation.18

I just had two small notes for the Board19

before we proceed with your questioning of our20

witnesses. First, as I mentioned at the outset, and I21

don't think that I heard it in any of the testimony,22

so I thought I would reinforce it, the university is23

preparing a historic preservation element of the plan.24

The entire campus is not located in a25
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historic district, and there are no landmarks.1

Nonetheless there are significant buildings on the2

campus, and the school of architecture will document3

those buildings and, really, will prepare an entire4

element of the plan that, in conjunction with Office5

of Planning, and the Historic Preservation Division,6

will be finalized and submitted to this Commission7

within one year.8

The second point that I wanted to raise,9

you will hear about it more in Mr. McGettigan's10

presentation, the university has no objection to11

continuing its current practice of requiring one12

hundred percent of all traditional non-commuter FTE13

freshmen to reside on campus, freshmen and sophomores,14

to reside on campus.15

I just wanted to be clear that we have no16

objection to that requirement, that is part of the17

Catholic University philosophy, and is already in18

effect, on campus.19

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you. Questions? You20

seem the most eager.21

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay, I will ask a22

couple of questions.23

Maybe I missed it, somewhere in the24

presentation, but what is going to happen with the25
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properties of the south campus, south of Michigan1

Avenue, that are -- the users are going to be2

relocated?3

MS. PERVI: There is no -- the users are4

being eliminated. The philosophy is to move5

residences and student life to the north campus, to6

make it more like a planned community in the north7

campus. But there are no plans for the south campus,8

right now.9

COMMISSIONER MAY: There is no -- so the10

building is just going to be demolished, sit vacant?11

MS. PERVI: That is correct. They have12

been demolishing as they are moving residences.13

COMMISSIONER MAY: Oh, they have been14

demolished?15

MS. PERVI: We have already started, yes.16

COMMISSIONER MAY: So it is just going to17

be vacant property?18

MS. PERVI: Currently that is.19

COMMISSIONER MAY: And there is nothing in20

the plan that addresses what is going to happen to21

that in the long run?22

MS. PERVI: Well, obviously if our23

enrollment had grown to where it is now, and we were24

now looking at a horizon of another 10 years, there25
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may have been some uses that could be planned, but1

right now there are none.2

We have a concern, for example, about3

graduate housing, or the possibility of graduate4

residences. But we don't have that capability,5

really, to develop the south campus.6

So we feel we need to concentrate on the7

main campus, which is our goal, to concentrate on the8

main campus.9

COMMISSIONER MAY: So what is it going to10

look like? I mean, what is the property going to look11

like for the next 10 years, if nothing is happening on12

it? It is just going to be a vacant field?13

MS. PERVI: I will tell you, right now,14

there are two large residence halls that have to be in15

continuous use, they are not planned to phase out just16

yet.17

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay, maybe I'm -- I'm18

getting more confused, I'm sorry.19

MS. LEA: Maybe just to expound on what20

Sue was saying, they have, the property on the south21

side of Michigan Avenue, some of it did contain22

housing in the past, and that has been demolished.23

And some of that property is being used by24

Grow, and other community folks, to use for garden25
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space, until such time as Catholic can find a use, and1

maybe a partner, or some other way to develop that2

land, it will stay idle.3

But their intention is not to use it for4

campus related activities, because their intent, and5

their intent from the last master plan, is to move6

those to the main campus, so their facilities are7

consolidated, their students don't have to cross8

Michigan Avenue, their faculty doesn't have to cross9

Michigan Avenue.10

COMMISSIONER MAY: Right. I can see, from11

a campus plan point of view, it makes a lot of sense12

to not have to make that, you know, cross the road13

there, for whatever purpose, whether it is students14

walking, or even servicing the buildings.15

But it just seems odd that the university16

would have that property and, you know, you are going17

through this planning process, and the future of that18

property is not really being contemplated.19

I mean, it is not like it could be A, B,20

or C, it sounds like you don't know, you don't have21

any idea what is going to happen, is that right?22

MS. PRINCE: I can address this south23

campus event.24

The idea with the south campus has been to25
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keep it within the campus plan boundaries for as long1

as it is used for university purposes, which is2

several years out.3

As the property is currently zoned, any4

major reuse, change to that property, would then5

require a change to the campus plan boundaries, and6

very likely a rezoning case, in which the Commission7

would be heavily involved, as well as the Office of8

Planning.9

Right now we have no such plans, it is10

simply space that is being phased out. But by keeping11

it within the campus plan boundaries, this Commission12

is not at risk that we will put it to some undesirable13

use. It needs to come back to have the plan14

boundaries adjusted before it can be used for another15

purpose, once the university decides what that purpose16

is.17

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. Well, I was --18

I'm curious about this less because of the prospect19

that something may occur there that hasn't been20

appropriately blessed by this Commission, or anybody21

else who would have jurisdiction, it is just the22

question that you are compiling a campus plan which,23

theoretically, is a broad-based vision for what is24

going to happen with the entirety of your property,25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

56

and there is a big chunk of the property that is out1

there, and it is into the neighborhood.2

I mean, if you had a corner of the campus,3

or a chunk of the campus on the inside, where you just4

don't know what you are doing yet, I wouldn't even be5

thinking twice about it. But this is outside, across6

the street, and in the middle of the neighborhood, and7

it doesn't sound like there is a lot of thought -- I8

mean, I'm sure there has been a lot of thought about9

it, but it is not clear what the intention is. And10

that is why it raises a concern for me.11

MS. PERVI: I will give it a shot. What I12

want to tell you is that, truly, I don't think we want13

to invent, or try to project. It is a lot of14

property. I will tell you, I reviewed records, when I15

first came to this institution, in the 1970s it had a16

whole lot more, it had another 44, 45 acres to the17

north, not the Dufour Center, but across the railroad18

tracks, it had all this property, and it just had too19

much, and didn't do anything well.20

So the idea is, really, to consolidate it21

into our natural boundaries, and then not to sell,22

just outwardly sell bits and pieces of the property,23

which they did in the 1970s.24

So I think the idea, really, is not to be25
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irresponsible. But at the same time if we are really1

-- don't necessarily have a need for it now, and we2

can't envision a need for it in the next ten years, if3

this was a 15 or 20 year master plan, perhaps, but it4

isn't.5

This is a ten year horizon, so we are6

telling you, honestly, what we think we can do in 107

years. And we don't know what we are going to be able8

to do with that property, but we are not going to sell9

it.10

The idea is to retain it in some way so,11

at least, there are some natural boundaries to the12

campus.13

COMMISSIONER MAY: All right, I guess that14

this is as much as we are going to learn tonight.15

Just to get a sense of how big the campus16

is, and how difficult it is to get across it for a17

pedestrian, what is the walking distance, walking time18

from one end of the campus to the other, from academic19

building to academic building?20

MS. PERVI: It is 10 minutes.21

COMMISSIONER MAY: It is 10 minutes, so it22

is within your class change time. That seems like a23

pretty good walk for 10 minutes.24

And the last -- well, I have two more25
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questions. One is, the new circulation plan, which1

showed up on the very large drawing over here, seems2

to indicate vehicular circulation, that it is almost3

like you are setting up kind of a ring road approach4

to vehicular circulation.5

Which, on the one hand, makes a lot of6

sense, because you don't want to have a lot of roads7

running through what is primarily a pedestrian realm.8

But, on the other hand, it is difficult9

for me to imagine how service vehicles are going to10

function when they have to service the buildings that11

are on the bottom half, I guess, the western half12

here.13

Well, the buildings that are along there,14

and along that roadway, the same service vehicles are15

going to have to get around to the ones on the other16

side. Are they going to go out off the campus and17

circle around?18

Because there is no way to get from one19

side of the campus to the other without --20

CHAIR MITTEN: I'm going to have to give21

you the mike back, okay?22

MS. LEA: They could, for instance, use23

this entrance to campus, and this is all service, they24

can get over here, they can get there.25
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COMMISSIONER MAY: So the red road is a1

circle?2

MS. LEA: Right.3

COMMISSIONER MAY: I missed that point on4

there.5

MS. LEA: And this is all service that6

connects to that, service and pedestrian. So there7

are quite a few alternative routes for service through8

campus.9

COMMISSIONER MAY: Right, got it, okay.10

When I looked at the plan I saw service only on the11

brown, I didn't see it on the red there. So that makes12

sense, then.13

The last question I have is, I'm very14

unclear about the community input, and the ANC15

situation. And I know there was a change in the ANC16

having jurisdiction here, and I know that there was17

some very significant contact, and we have one ANC who18

is doing handstands for how wonderful the campus plan19

is.20

And then another ANC which is raising21

questions, and it is a little bit confusing,22

understanding what the situation is. And I'm going to23

ask them the same questions when they make their24

reports.25
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So I would like to hear what your1

perception is of the situation. I would also note2

that in looking at the guiding principles for the3

plan, I didn't see a lot of emphasis on community4

input or involvement.5

Now, I know that you talk a lot about your6

involvement in the community as a public institution.7

But in terms of the planning process, you know, to8

what extent were they involved?9

MS. PERVI: I provided, as an appendix 310

in the campus plan submission, original submission,11

the community participation summary, which gave the12

background on the dates, times, and types of input.13

And it is also described in the campus14

plan process section 2.2. So maybe it would be15

helpful, in campus section 2.2 it described an16

overview of how we did that.17

And then also, what we tend to do is there18

is a number of opportunities for people to put input.19

Of course the ANCs. But what we found, also, in our20

last master plan, and I came in and did, you know, I21

was in the vice president for administration position,22

when we did the last one.23

In addition to the ANCs, for example at24

that time we were all in 5-A, but 5-C was adjacent, so25
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was 4-D, so we went ahead and automatically sent the1

materials, and that stuff, to the others.2

We, at the time, also -- and there are3

different modes for input. At that time there was4

also a committee where the ANC of the record could5

appoint two community members, just like we have, two6

faculty members, two students, that sort of thing.7

And then what we also found was the8

community, you know, didn't believe that you just go9

through the ANCs. So, naturally, you have -- you work10

with civic associations, and the civic associations11

come and go.12

But you have that, you have open community13

meetings, which people can just come and give input14

and you rotate that around to different places. So15

that is what I tried to summarize, a whole host of16

those kind of inputs.17

The bonus, this time around, which was18

really what I heard a lot from, was an opportunity for19

people to email. So what they did was email a lot of20

their questions, or to try to address concerns.21

So we used all of those things. And when22

we put the draft plan together we did it, I think it23

was in January, I have it described in 2.2, we waited24

for all those different inputs and then provided that,25
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put the plan together based on those inputs.1

The community, once again, there is a2

group that is kind of a planning group. There is also3

the open community meetings, and we put things like4

ads in the Common Denominator newspaper for the open5

community meetings, and we had them both in 5-C and 5-6

A.7

We didn't hear much from 4-D, we had them8

in 5-C and 5-A. So we decided to scatter, in fact Mr.9

McGettigan attended a number of the open meetings, and10

we appreciated that. So OP also attended that. So we11

can flush out a lot of the back and forth.12

We heard a lot at the community meetings,13

more the general concerns, and when we went with the14

agencies, for example, we brought some of the general15

concerns the community had, for example, about16

regional planning, regional transportation planning.17

Sometimes we would hear things that it is18

hard for us to do much about, it is not really in the19

campus master plan jurisdiction. So what we did was20

brought those when we went to the agency meetings, or21

transportation, we said by the way, while we are at22

it, at an open community meeting this is the kinds of23

things the neighbors are bringing.24

So we try to do that at the community25
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meetings. We heard a lot, from the community, about a1

lot of other things, in addition to our own plans, so2

we tried to be responsible. So I think those were good3

forums.4

COMMISSIONER MAY: Back to the specifics5

of the ANCs, the 5-C has voted an approval, or6

recommended the approval of the campus plan. And 5-A7

you've just had a series of meetings with, is that how8

I understand it?9

Or has there been a natural, have you had10

a -- it seems like there was some unanswered questions11

from their point of view.12

MS. PERVI: Well, 5-A, if you look at the13

description you will see the times that we offered,14

and we actually showed up at meetings in 5-A, not15

always able to present the plan at the time, when we16

put the draft together. I also sent it to the 5-A.17

And I provided, I think, an overview of --18

we would invite ourselves to come, but they were open19

to invite us to come. We didn't hear much, even after20

we came prepared in September to present, we still21

couldn't get an answer to meet with them.22

And we did push, again, and we23

subsequently have been able to meet with them.24

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay, all right, thank25
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you.1

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you. Mr. May. Mr.2

Hood?3

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Madam Chair, I just want4

to, first of all, good evening.5

I just want to follow-up on Commissioner6

May's question about the ANC-5A. It appears that 5-A7

has some stipulations. A letter dated February 5th,8

2003, a letter from Mr. Petchick.9

You are familiar with that letter?10

CHAIR MITTEN: It is a letter to Mr.11

Petchick?12

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Yes, a letter to Mr.13

Petchick. Apparently Mr. Petchick is your facility's14

executive director of facilities and operations?15

MS. PERVI: That is correct, he is here16

tonight.17

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Now, those issues, it18

seems to be two issues that they had which I don't19

know if they are enforceable or not. Was this an20

agreement between Catholic University and ANC 5/A and21

the community?22

There are two issues that, conditions that23

they are asking us to look at; sufficient on-campus24

housing for all upper classmen who desire to live on25
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campus, and to continue to require, what you said you1

would do, I think, early on, to require underclassmen2

to live on campus, with limited exceptions.3

Are you familiar with this?4

MS. PERVI: I'm looking at it now. I5

assume that under classmen, they are referring to the6

freshmen and sophomore requirement that we have had7

for all these years, that that is a continuance of8

under classmen, and that represents the freshmen and9

sophomore requirement.10

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Okay. What about the11

first issue, where they are asking for sufficient on-12

campus, when I read this it appears to me that that13

was an agreement, and Mr. Petchick obviously14

represented you guys in front of ANC 5/A.15

MS. PERVI: Yes, to give you some sense of16

that, let me just use an example of our current17

situation, that may help. And I think we are in18

agreement where we talk about sufficient housing for19

underclassmen.20

Right now we have 2,100 spaces on campus.21

Our total capacity is 2,100 beds. When we opened we22

had 70 vacancies. We also put 120 graduate and law23

students into single rooms, in rooms that are actually24

double occupancy, because we didn't have the25
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enrollment to fill them.1

In other words, we've always tried to be2

ahead of the curve in housing. We built 347 spaces in3

Millennium Hall, and as the opening of this year, we4

literally could have kept one of them closed.5

We instead said, while we have sufficient6

housing for our undergraduates on campus, while we7

weren't filling housing, because you need at least a8

96 percent occupancy to cover the cost of housing,9

because housing is not just rent, it includes all the10

amenities that go on, on-campus, plus counselors, and11

all the systems that support on-campus housing.12

So, in fact, we looked at and said, we are13

right now ahead of the curve. We can take out our14

graduate and law students if we need more of the15

undergraduate space. There are 120 of them on campus16

right now.17

So, yes, we have sufficient housing for18

our upper classmen who wanted it. They went through19

the system. What was left we gave to graduate and law20

students.21

We worked with the enrollment office to22

determine what our next year's class will be. We use23

formulas and calculations to determine how many of our24

juniors and seniors will want to retain housing.25
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We calculate one hundred percent of the1

sophomores, who obviously are our freshmen for this2

year, and then we look at how do we provide that3

sufficient housing each year. So that is how we do4

that.5

But we have provided sufficient housing6

for those upper classmen who want housing.7

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Okay. It appears, in8

this letter, and this letter goes on to say, and the9

reason I'm addressing this letter, it looks like there10

was a dialogue, and there were some commitments made11

to ANC 5/A, to the community.12

And it also says, CUA must guarantee to13

take full responsibility for all off-campus behavior.14

MS. PERVI: Well, I explained that we have15

had the disciplined property in place; we have16

cooperative agreements with Metropolitan Police17

Department, and the others.18

And we maintain a place where people can19

report if there is off-campus housing concerns. I20

don't see that we would discontinue that, if that is a21

concern.22

VICE CHAIR HOOD: But you understand where23

I'm coming from. Looking at this, it looks like there24

were some promises made to the community in 5-A, and25
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I'm hoping that that has been resolved, because I1

don't have all the full details here in front of me.2

MS. PERVI: You know, I will tell you, I3

have a concern with this, you know? Therefore CAU4

must commit, you know, that kind of language implies5

that we haven't been. And I say the same thing, must6

take responsibility, must guarantee to take full7

responsibility, like we don't do that.8

I mean, like somehow we haven't been doing9

that, and that is a concern. It is pretty strong, the10

implications are, that we haven't been.11

VICE CHAIR HOOD: You know, actually, I12

didn't read it that way, I read it as though there was13

some dialogue made and there was some consensus, and14

that if you -- obviously if you've done it in the15

past, they want you to continue it.16

MS. PERVI: Sure.17

VICE CHAIR HOOD: That is the way I looked18

at it. I guess we all can read it different ways.19

Let me just ask you, though --20

MS. PERVI: Yes, and my concern is that,21

it must be written into a plan, it is pretty, you22

know?23

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Let me ask you about the24

-- you mentioned, and forgive me for not being exact.25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

69

MS. PERVI: I'm sorry, I think what we1

understood, there is a concern about behavior,2

somebody just passed me a note. I think there is3

concern about student behavior.4

We have a code of student conduct, it is5

on our website, anybody can access this. We can put6

it in the campus master plan, if that would help, the7

code of student conduct, the disciplined property8

program.9

I mean, we are fine with that, because we10

put that publicly, anyway.11

VICE CHAIR HOOD: And I think that would12

be a good step, a good way to move.13

MS. PERVI: Yes, I think that is fine.14

And that isn't reflected in this letter, that is why I15

think there may be some, you know?16

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Let me ask you about17

some things you mentioned and, forgive me, I just18

jotted these things down very quickly as you were19

speaking.20

Lt. Burke, what is he working with?21

MS. PERVI: Metropolitan Police22

Department.23

VICE CHAIR HOOD: I know who he works for,24

and I know he used to work in ward 5, he used to work25
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in the 5th district. What is he doing, is he still1

working with the Catholic University?2

MS. PERVI: Yes, he is.3

VICE CHAIR HOOD: And what is he working4

with? Because I know he is in traffic.5

MS. PERVI: Right, that is correct. It is6

kind of interesting, and I found some old files. I'm7

getting ready to move, actually, to the new Pryzbyla8

center. And I found some old files and a picture of9

him.10

I guess he has been working for many, many11

years. He has a particular interest in the area of12

alcohol abuse, and reducing underage drinking. So he13

actually came to our parent orientation.14

And during a time when the parents come15

around to meet all the student life professionals,16

they meet Pat Burke, who talks to them about the17

concerns that he has as a Metropolitan Police18

Department official, and also to help our parents in19

the Care Program. They ask a lot of questions.20

And that is a time when parents can, you21

know, you have Pat Burke of the Metropolitan Police,22

with a booth next to our student health and our23

counseling center. So you start to see that if a24

parent is concerned, we want to know it ahead of time.25
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If a parent steps up and says, you know, I1

have a concern that my son or daughter may have an2

alcohol problem, we are right there, there are three3

agencies, literally, standing there that can start to4

work with the student, and with the parent. So we do5

it in partnership.6

VICE CHAIR HOOD: He is a good guy.7

MS. PERVI: He is a good man.8

VICE CHAIR HOOD: I would encourage you to9

keep that process going.10

MS. PERVI: Oh, yes.11

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Let me just ask you12

another question about, you mentioned MPD and the13

safety director. Apparently they have an ongoing14

dialogue?15

MS. PERVI: Yes.16

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Let me ask you, who else17

is involved with that, as far as safety issues? Any18

one, any representatives from the surrounding19

neighborhood, the Brookland Civic Association, ANC20

5/A, anybody else, or is just those two?21

MS. PERVI: What we do is, for example,22

last year when there was a concern in the23

neighborhood, there was a concern about an incident.24

By the way I should mention, public safety at Catholic25
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University reports to student life, and there is a1

reason for that.2

We call our director of public safety the3

other dean of students. We think that is a good4

relationship to have, we often will hear things, and5

we can address them in a different manner.6

But an example, I think, is at St.7

Anthony's School where the ANC 5/A actually called a8

community meeting and they invited the MPD, and then9

we participate in those kinds of meetings.10

So I just mention it because the idea that11

we feel that we have to stay very involved with MPD to12

understand what is going on in the community, and also13

understand what -- so they can understand what is14

going on with our students.15

We also participate in the consortium of16

universities so we train, co-train our officers with17

each other, and that sort of thing.18

VICE CHAIR HOOD: And I will tell you my19

reason for asking.20

MS. PERVI: Sure.21

VICE CHAIR HOOD: In a previous campus22

plan there may have been set up, I don't want to call23

it a work group, but a liaison group. And I know the24

other universities have groups that kind of work those25
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issues out within, I guess, the ten year period, or1

whenever it is dismantled, or whatever.2

But I think, and I didn't see any evidence3

of that.4

MS. PERVI: Well, we also have a crime5

prevention officer, and a watch captain system on6

campus, and those are integrated in with the MPD and7

the other agencies.8

But I think Linda Vann, our crime9

prevention officer works sort of cross-jurisdictions10

on campus, and off campus, on issues.11

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Okay. Let me ask you,12

in some of the stacks that we have in front of us it13

mentions that, in the zip code, the zip code data14

shows 817 students reside in the District, 1,115 in15

Ward 9, and you have 869 students -- well, everybody16

knows what Ward 9 is.17

And you have 869 students that reside in18

Virginia. Of the 817 students residing in the19

District, only 189 students reside in Brookland.20

Where is the balance, do we have a breakdown?21

Because it could be right over in22

Woodridge, or somewhere else, or is it around the23

city? Is it equally distributed?24

MS. PRINCE: I have a very detailed letter25
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that we prepared for the Office of Planning in1

connection with its supplemental report that lays out2

those numbers. Sue has them in front of her, but I3

did make ten copies of it, just in case this issue4

came up, I wanted you to have the information.5

So I can submit it, and Sue can tell you6

where the others live.7

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Ms. Prince, you are8

reading my mind, thank you.9

Let me just say this about the traffic10

report. This is the first traffic report I've seen11

that I think is accurate. And I appreciate you having12

Fs for level of service, because actually that shows13

me that you actually went.14

And I'm not saying that it is correct, or15

anything. But it is nice to see some Fs down here. I16

have never seen a traffic report that has Fs. I17

appreciate your honesty.18

So, therefore, since you have a couple of19

Fs, I won't be asking you any questions. I really can20

appreciate that.21

Let me just ask another question. But,22

anyway, let me just ask the last question. You23

mentioned about a coordination of the community using24

the track, or something to that effect, something25
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about a track that -- and I may have this wrong, that1

the community -- you were going to open up something2

where the community uses the track, a walking track, a3

walking trail?4

MS. PERVI: Oh, I'm sorry, yes. The5

Michigan Park Citizen's Association, when we went to6

see them, I have the date here, they were raising7

concerns about where they can safely walk, and we8

talked about making them, what do they call them,9

cardinal walkers, I guess, a program.10

And Carl is actually working, the markers11

you see in parks, markers to tell you how long you've12

walked. Some of our own campus walkers do it at their13

lunch hour, they walk the campus.14

So the idea is to sort of create some15

natural places for people to walk, and take a rest,16

for you to walk and maybe get a cardinal's coupon, you17

can go into the new Pryzbyla Center and get a drink in18

the morning, and that sort of thing.19

Kind of like what they do in malls. So20

that was one issue. It was a side conversation, as we21

were talking about, and that was a presentation of our22

campus master plan. We noticed the group got to23

talking about this kind of issue, we would like to go24

somewhere where we could feel we would be safe to25
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walk.1

And we said, we maintain an open campus,2

that would be a good thing for us to start. And what3

we needed to do was finish the Pryzbyla Center,4

because if you saw our campus pre-Pryzbyla, it is kind5

of choppy, and messy, and up and down.6

But with Pryzbyla it bridges, kind of,7

some natural areas, so that we can create something8

that will allow us to do those kinds of programs.9

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Okay. Now, your10

existing, and I think it is on the north campus, that11

is where most of your recreational facilities are, you12

have a track up there. Is that utilized by the13

community, too, or just CUA students?14

MS. PERVI: That Dufour Center, if you saw15

the track, it is pretty bad, it is pretty pathetic.16

So the issue is that when the Dufour Center was built,17

it was not built with a lot of amenities.18

For example, it does not have a weight19

room. It was built with a racquetball court, but20

nobody plays racquetball any more. So there is a21

problem with the Dufour Center lacking what you need,22

now, in facilities.23

When we open the Pryzbyla Center, it24

provides an opportunity for the old north dining hall,25
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to actually become more like a fitness center, and1

have our health center in there.2

And those will be, right now we don't have3

adequate facilities for the students, you can ask them4

behind me, they will say that we have broken down5

machines sitting in the hallways.6

So the Dufour Center was built with a7

certain amount of money, is the problem. And really8

does not accommodate all that our students even need9

to do.10

Let me use one quick example. When we have11

football games, we don't have visiting team lockers.12

And we have to close the Dufour Center to the rest of13

the students, because you have football and we have to14

put the visiting team in these other places.15

The Dufour Center was built sort of a16

recreation, you know, quasi, and it needs improvement,17

and some of our other facilities need improvement.18

So we don't have a new recreational19

facility.20

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Thank you, thank you.21

Let me just ask this very quickly. I said I didn't22

have a traffic question, I spoke too soon.23

What are you doing, in the report by the24

Department of Transportation, some of their25
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recommendations, one in particular I'm interested in,1

it says, implement policies to increase student's use2

of transit and bicycles, to a minimum of 50 percent of3

the undergraduate student population that do not live4

on campus.5

Do you have something like that already in6

effect? This is one of DDOT's recommendations on7

their letter dated September 12th.8

MS. PERVI: There is a couple of elements9

to making it a non-vehicular campus. Is that --10

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Right, they specifically11

talk about students use of transit, and I assume that12

the Metro, I'm sure you don't have an Metrocheck plan?13

MS. PERVI: Yes we do. We were the first,14

the very first institution to sign up for Metrocheck15

when it became available.16

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Okay.17

MS. PERVI: Yes, we do. I will tell you18

one other thing, though. The reason the law school is19

built where it is, most institutions my colleagues kid20

me and say, are you crazy? Most people want to put21

the law school off-campus, as far off-campus as you22

can put it.23

Faculty originally envisioned it like a24

nice law school in the woods, and that sort of thing.25
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We really pushed to put it at the Metro for two1

reasons. One, so we knew it was a growing school, and2

it is a huge, it does contribute significantly to the3

campus.4

It also provided an opportunity to put not5

only the underground parking there, but by the Metro6

stop. And we have the clinics so the community can7

have access to the legal clinics, and they have access8

by Metro to those legal clinics.9

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Let me just ask another10

question. What are all those cars on Harewood Road,11

who parks all up along Harewood Road? There is a lot12

of cars up there. Is that Catholic University?13

MS. PERVI: It is miscellaneous. It is14

probably a lot of Catholic University. People trying15

to avoid --16

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Thank you for your17

answers, thank you Madam Chair.18

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Hood. Any19

questions?20

(No response.)21

CHAIR MITTEN: I just had a few. I22

appreciate all the many programs that you have to do23

outreach, and keep track of things.24

And I was really happy to hear that you25
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actually can keep track of where students live,1

because in other circumstances we have been told that2

is quite difficult.3

A question that I just wanted to clarify,4

and this is in the Office of Planning report, but I5

thought maybe you could address it, is that the hours,6

in terms of calculating FTEs, I think in the other7

campus plans, I know it is true of GW, when we8

calculate undergraduate student FTEs, we use 129

semester hours, instead of 15.10

And I think it is -- there is some merit11

in having that uniformity across campus plans, and I12

didn't know if you could address that or not, or I can13

address the question to the Office of Planning, but14

ultimately it may come back to you all.15

MS. PERVI: Well, generally, we've studied16

the formulas from over the years, and we took it by17

actual number of courses. So when you do that, you18

figure out the FTEs, you take basically an FTE,19

divided it by three.20

So our, so we do -- I guess --21

CHAIR MITTEN: You just totally confused22

me with that.23

MS. PERVI: It is credit hours, we use24

credit hours.25
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CHAIR MITTEN: Okay. Maybe that is the1

distinction that I'm not appreciating, since --2

MS. PERVI: At 12 they become a full time3

student.4

CHAIR MITTEN: Okay.5

MS. PERVI: At 12 they are a full time6

student.7

CHAIR MITTEN: Okay. I think the8

significance of it is when we are doing the equivalent9

not of the people who are full time students, but all10

of the part time students that we are trying to figure11

out whether or not they are the equivalent.12

I think the reason why we use 12 is13

depending on the number of hours they are taking, that14

comes up with a relatively higher number of full time15

equivalents if you are using the 12.16

MS. PERVI: I think the issue, we were17

talking about this, Carl reminded me in our budget18

committee meeting, it has to do with the nature of our19

institution as primary graduate.20

And so that the FTE calculations, and the21

last round, ten years ago we explained this, and it22

was accepted. So if there is something different, you23

know, somebody tell us now.24

But this is really based on the fact that25
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the way we calculate this is traditionally what is1

done with graduate students. So if we need to mix2

that, or change how we do this, you can let us know3

that.4

CHAIR MITTEN: Perhaps all that I need is,5

and maybe all you need to do is find a piece of paper6

from ten years ago and submit it in --7

MS. PERVI: Sure.8

CHAIR MITTEN: -- but to show why this9

calculation is appropriate for your university, as10

distinct from some of the other universities that we11

look at.12

MS. PERVI: There is an excerpt I have in13

front of me. Would that help you?14

CHAIR MITTEN: Yes.15

MS. PERVI: Enrollment. Our method of16

determining enrollment --17

CHAIR MITTEN: Are you looking in the old18

order?19

MS. PERVI: Yes, old order page 30, page20

number 30.21

CHAIR MITTEN: I'm with you.22

MS. PERVI: That was the request, they23

requested we submit how we calculate.24

CHAIR MITTEN: Okay. We might want to25
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include that again.1

MS. PERVI: We can do that, sure. That2

was an easy one.3

CHAIR MITTEN: I think you discussed this4

a little bit already. One of the conditions that the5

Office of Planning proposed, in part, was -- and this6

is on page 6 of their supplemental report, an7

enrollment trigger that would require you to initiate8

on-campus housing production.9

And I know that you have been proactive10

about that. But are you amenable to a condition that11

would provide a trigger, given -- at least past12

experience would suggest that you would do that13

anyway, and be -- and participate in crafting the14

condition with the Office of Planning, that you would15

come back to us with?16

MS. PERVI: I was looking, I spent some17

time with a comprehensive response to the Office of18

Planning, because the way students choose colleges,19

and how they, what they expect, is a concern that we20

have.21

And I spent some time, how do you22

coordinate enrollment and housing? And it is very,23

very difficult to put a lot of requirements and to24

say, what do we do with that trigger?25
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Because let me just give you a simple1

example. Well, let me start out, you know, the2

problem is this is like a ten page dialogue, and I3

don't want to do that to you.4

CHAIR MITTEN: Bless you.5

MS. PERVI: But it is much, much more6

complicated, depending on the situation that you have.7

We are not a Georgetown, and we are not a GW with ten8

applicants for every seat.9

I will tell you an honest experience I10

had. The student at Catholic, and we are the second11

choice, and they are on a waiting list for their first12

choice, and they've moved into their housing. They13

will turn around and pack up, and move out, and go14

someplace else.15

Now, that presents significant issues with16

when you institute a trigger. And let me just tell17

you, you know, these days the world is different.18

Somebody who is a freshman full time may stop out and19

work for a year, come back.20

The other day I met a 30 year old21

sophomore, you know, all of this. And tracking this,22

and then deciding who really needs housing, who really23

needs housing, and how do you do all this, when you24

invoke that trigger becomes a real serious economic25
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issue.1

And I want to read one thing that was in2

the Chronicle of Higher Education, just to illustrate3

my point, and I have sort of built up to this, and4

then I thought, I can't believe a snow day, and the5

Chronicle supports one of my points.6

But the recent study of first year7

students, this is a study by the Higher Education8

Research Institute. First year students plan to work9

to pay for college, and reported their increasibility10

to apply to more colleges.11

So, obviously, perspective students expect12

to exercise their ability to choose, even if they do13

not necessarily attend their first choice. Students14

did not report campus housing in their top reasons for15

selecting the colleges to which they applied.16

And for an institution like CUA increased17

choice presents serious challenges. Add to this any18

further restrictions. So, for example, if there would19

be a trigger, you would have to guarantee that20

trigger.21

That means you would have to require more22

students to ensure that you are going to get them to23

live on campus. That is a detriment to students even24

applying in the first place.25
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So until we can really feel comfortable1

with our enrollment anything like that works against2

them even applying to us in the first place. Anything3

out of the ordinary.4

So the trigger would require us to say we5

would love to guarantee four years of housing, sure.6

But we have to require it, because students have7

choice.8

CHAIR MITTEN: I understand.9

MS. PERVI: And that is the issue. And10

everybody says, well the economic conditions, they are11

applying and spending the money to apply. And they12

will look at all kinds of things, including how many13

restrictions, and what the requirements are.14

So I have a real discomfort with that. I15

have to tell you, I want you to know that in good16

faith we want to do those kinds of things, but I just17

can't put us in that economic condition.18

And if you don't have enough to fill the19

housing, if your vacancy rate goes up, I lose bond20

rating to get favorable bonding, you know, we are21

trying to look to the future, we are trying to22

maintain our current bond rating, so that we can get23

attractive financing to increase our housing on24

campus.25
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So, you know, I think the way to attack it1

is to make it attractive to live on campus, and that2

is what we are trying to do, versus to provide a3

trigger.4

CHAIR MITTEN: Okay. A couple of5

questions about traffic. The -- in the original, and6

most of these revolve around the issue with McCormick7

Drive.8

In the original Office of Planning report9

they noted that in a National Park Service response,10

which we do not have in the record, that there were11

three concerns that were articulated by the Park12

Service.13

And one was, and this I think had been14

mentioned in another realm as well; that there is15

truck traffic that is using this cut-through.16

MR. ELIAS: Yes, Madam Chair.17

CHAIR MITTEN: And so the Park Service18

said that DDOT should consider how rerouted truck19

traffic will affect the area. And I think their20

response was that you guys should address that.21

And I didn't see any specific mention of22

that in your supplemental report. It seemed that you23

were focusing on campus related traffic, and the24

impacts on the other entrances to campus, as opposed25
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to this, the impact of this non-campus related traffic1

that is currently using McCormick Drive.2

So can you address that?3

MR. ELIAS: Yes, Madam Chair. First of4

all the through traffic along McCormick Road is very,5

very low. When we did our movement counts at the6

McCormick Road and Michigan Avenue intersection, we7

did find that trucks used McCormick Road to access the8

Fort Totten transfer station.9

But the volume of trucks was within the10

very low side.11

CHAIR MITTEN: Well, let me just say, in12

your report, and I understand if you want to amend it13

orally, but what you said in your supplemental is that14

field observations indicate that there is considerable15

usage of McCormick Road between Taylor Street and16

Michigan Avenue by trucks serving the waste handling17

facility located to the north of campus.18

MR. ELIAS: Yes. And by that I mean,19

relative to total volumes. McCormick Road serves only20

1,300 vehicles per day. When we did the21

redistribution of the traffic that access that22

roadway, currently, the total number is 164 vehicles23

in the morning peak hour, and 83 in the afternoon peak24

hour.25
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And you are referring to truck traffic in1

the morning peak hour only, based on the operations of2

the facility. We reassigned that traffic, Madam3

Chair, to the Taylor Road and McCormick Road4

interchange area. Because that area is a grid5

separator.6

So those volumes were included in our7

analysis that we did which were documented in that8

addendum that you are referring to.9

CHAIR MITTEN: So the way that you10

incorporated it is that what you foresee is that the11

trucks are coming westbound on Michigan Avenue, they12

would normally have turned into campus, they are now13

going to go all the way around the campus, and make14

their way along Taylor Road?15

MR. ELIAS: There is another way to get16

around the Taylor Road as well, because there is 10th17

Street which you can use from Michigan Avenue, and you18

can go North on 10th Street, and then make a left onto19

Taylor Road, in order to access McCormick Road.20

CHAIR MITTEN: And aren't there some21

residences on 10th Street?22

MR. ELIAS: Yes, there are residences on23

10th Street.24

CHAIR MITTEN: Have you had any25
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conversations with DDOT about, you know, given that1

there is going to be an alternative pursued, and it is2

either going to be 10th Street, as you said, or it is3

going to be to take what might be considered the long4

way around.5

MR. ELIAS: I'm not saying that is the6

only route that is used, it is a dispersal of routes,7

and we are referring to trash trucks here, trucks that8

do use 10th Street in order to collect trash, anyhow.9

CHAIR MITTEN: I think it is not the10

collecting of the trash that --11

MR. ELIAS: -- those trucks are going to12

use 10th Street, which I know runs through the13

residential area. But we did a worse case scenario14

analysis, if reassigning all those trips, and we15

didn't use 10th Street, as a matter of fact.16

I'm not saying there is an alternative17

way, but we didn't use 10th Street, we assigned those18

trips to Harewood and to Taylor.19

CHAIR MITTEN: And I guess maybe you are20

focusing on trips, in terms of volume. And I would21

like you to just focus, for a minute, on -- and ask22

you if you have had any conversations with DDOT about23

the fact that it is not necessarily how many, you24

know, there are so many trucks, or significant number25
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of trucks that have now decided to make their way1

along what is primarily a residential street.2

So that is my concern, is have you talked3

to DDOT about ways to ensure, just as the university4

is trying to avoid having these trucks coming through5

campus, because that is an unfavorable condition,6

people that live on the other side of the Metro tracks7

don't want that either.8

So have you had any discussions with DDOT9

on that subject?10

MR. ELIAS: No, I did not.11

CHAIR MITTEN: I would like to ask you to12

do that for us.13

MR. ELIAS: Okay, thank you.14

CHAIR MITTEN: Because I think that is15

going to -- that is a problem that we can foresee, and16

we can do something about.17

MR. ELIAS: Sure.18

CHAIR MITTEN: Now, I just wanted to ask,19

just so that I'm sure that I understand, because there20

was also concern, I think this may have been in the21

DDOT report, about the folks that would use McCormick22

Drive as a drop-off for people going to the Metro.23

Now, if you are standing at the corner of24

McCormick Drive and Michigan Avenue, do you -- is25
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there a way to go under the viaduct, and that is how1

you get to the Metro station, is that the setup?2

MR. ELIAS: That is right.3

CHAIR MITTEN: So DDOT has called out the4

fact that local residents use McCormick drive as a5

pickup, drop off point for folks going to the Metro6

station.7

And so in this reconfiguration, or this8

proposed reconfiguration, what access will the local9

residents, who are now using McCormick drive for that10

purpose, going to have to the cul de sac which is, you11

know, that is a safe place for them to do the drop12

off, are they still going to be able to get there and13

use that?14

MS. PERVI: I would like to address that15

because right now it is a very dangerous -- the16

problem is, you know, concrete trucks and everything17

try to use the Metro, and by coming back from the last18

time we were here, and one of the students was with19

me.20

That is a problem. We, as an institution,21

put a key house there, and we provide, that is part of22

our transportation management plan, we actually23

provide, for lack of a better term, crossing guards24

during peak hours in the morning, and in the25
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afternoon, because we feel, just for the campus1

community to use getting to the Metro, it is dangerous2

with all that intersection, all that conflict.3

We think this will improve that, and that4

is the point. We see people from the community, and5

people from the campus, trying to cross and get to the6

Metro. And right now it is not, we agree, we just7

don't have the jurisdiction over that.8

But we think this is where, what we heard9

at one of the community meetings, you know, all the10

agencies have to get together and fix a bad situation.11

So right now we assist the community, and we patrol12

that area.13

Going underneath the viaduct is dangerous,14

frankly, it is a problem, that whole Metro setup is a15

problem. And we have tried to use some of our own16

resources, but we need, you know, we need better17

cooperation to try to fix what we think is a18

problematic design, and access, for what it was meant.19

I mean, before last year the place didn't20

even have benches, it was trashy. You know, we21

encouraged at least some of that. And, frankly, our22

folks often are the ones that empty the trash.23

So we are really concerned that that whole24

place get cleaned up. And I think there was a great25
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effort when they improved McCormick, a great effort in1

the introduction of the Metropolitan bike trail.2

And there is not even an elevator on that3

side, so what we do is, literally, our students with4

disabilities have to go under the viaduct, and up, and5

over the bridge in order to access the Metro.6

And so oftentimes our public safety is7

escorting them, and that sort of thing. So it is a8

bad situation. We think we need to improve it some9

way.10

CHAIR MITTEN: And I guess just to bring11

home the point that DDOT was concerned about, you are12

not going to attempt to impede local residents from13

using McCormick Drive?14

MS. LEA: No, they have just as good,15

better, improved access to that side of the Metro with16

this cul-de-sac arrangement than they do now. And a17

lot of dangerous situations have been eliminated, or18

would be eliminated.19

CHAIR MITTEN: Okay.20

MR. ELIAS: And if I can add to what was21

already said? Looking at our counts done along22

McCormick Road, at the Michigan Avenue and Taylor Road23

ends, we determined that the through traffic is very,24

very minimal.25
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Currently the southern segment of1

McCormick Road is restricted to north bound or in2

bound only. So people who enter cannot exit back onto3

Michigan Avenue. So they have to go all the way up to4

Taylor Road.5

Bear in mind, too, that WMATA has provided6

drop off, parking and ride, and kiss and ride7

facilities on the eastern side of the track. So this8

restriction will force them to use those facilities9

instead of going to that unsafe situation along10

McCormick Road.11

CHAIR MITTEN: Okay.12

COMMISSIONER MAY: Can I ask a follow-up?13

CHAIR MITTEN: Sure.14

COMMISSIONER MAY: I'm just trying to15

understand how people get to the Metro to start with.16

The Metro stop is the long wide bar that is riding on17

top of the tracks, there, between the -- okay.18

And, now, pedestrian access from this side19

of the tracks is all under - right.20

MS. LEA: Down a set of stairs, under the21

tracks, and then you pop up on the other side. Pop up22

on the side with the station. So it is a set of23

stairs to a tunnel, and then up.24

COMMISSIONER MAY: And then that patch of25
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green that is right below the Metro stop itself, on1

the right side? That big light green area there.2

That is part of the south campus property that was --3

MS. LEA: It is vacant.4

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay.5

CHAIR MITTEN: All right, anybody else?6

(No response.)7

CHAIR MITTEN: I see that Mr. Barry is not8

here to ask questions for 5-C, and I'm told that ANC9

5/A's rep is snowed in, and perhaps will be late. So10

I don't know that there is anyone here from 5-A to ask11

cross examination questions, and we will just take 5-12

A's report whenever they arrive.13

So I think you folks are done for the time14

being, and we are ready to go to the Office of15

Planning report.16

MS. MCCARTHY: Madam Chair, we need a17

little bit of setup time, if you would like to take18

break right now?19

CHAIR MITTEN: All right. Why don't we20

take a five minute break so that the Office of21

Planning can set up their PowerPoint presentation.22

(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter went23

off the record at 8:30 p.m. and went back24

on the record at 8:38 p.m.)25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

97

CHAIR MITTEN: Mr. McGettigan, whenever1

you are ready.2

MR. MCGETTIGAN: Thank you, good evening,3

Madam Chair, members of the Commission. My name is4

David McGettigan, and I will be presenting the Office5

of Planning staff report for Catholic University of6

America Campus plan. With me is Ellen McCarthy, of our7

office.8

This report will cover the neighborhood9

context of the plan, conference of plan issues, OP10

zoning analysis, and our recommendations.11

The surrounding uses are important in the12

context of the campus plan, where you see that most of13

the campus is naturally buffered by roads, and other14

institutional uses. The Fort Totten park to the15

north, and the residential areas are across the16

tracks, over here, low density residential, and some17

here, and down in this area.18

So the campus is somewhat isolated, to an19

extent, from residential uses. Also the red line goes20

through the campus serving the campus, as well as21

Michigan Avenue, it connects over to North Capitol,22

and South Dakota on the other end.23

Also we want to point out, because there24

is some discussion of housing in off-campus, and other25
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apartments off-campus, there is the Heights there, and1

the Cloisters, there.2

We looked at the comprehensive plan that3

is designated as institutional land use. And some of4

the goals of the comprehensive plan are stabilizing5

and improving the District's neighborhoods, which we6

feel is directly related to the housing issues, and7

whether there is enough housing on campus, how off-8

student housing impacts the neighborhoods.9

Preserving and promoting the cultural and10

natural amenities. We took some time to look at the11

environmental program at Catholic University, and how12

it, the campus plan affects the environment.13

Also respecting and improving the physical14

character of the district, elements of the plan that15

improve the physical character, the street scape,16

landscaping are important elements of the plan.17

And also preserving the historic character18

of the district. And that is why we are insisting on19

some historic considerations in the plan, and the20

historic element to the campus plan.21

At our zoning analysis we looked at the22

number of students, both FTE and we have some total23

head count. We note that they projected that a lot of24

the student growth is going to be in graduate25
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students, which don't affect the housing as severely1

as undergraduate, the housing and neighboring2

neighborhoods, as much as the undergraduate students.3

The traffic, DDOT addressed in detail.4

Noise, there is not really, again the campus is5

somewhat isolated, so there is not very many noise6

issues. Of course, there are complaints about noise,7

nuisances from students in the surrounding8

neighborhoods.9

But I think the university showed that it10

has implemented some policy and programs to address11

these concerns, and that they are effective policies.12

Other objectionable conditions, mainly13

this was our concern with the impact of the campus14

plan on potential historic resources, that is why we15

requested the historic preservation element, and16

additional information on the environment.17

We see that their FAR is within what is18

allowed. And that the buildings are favorably located19

to frame new open spaces, not minimize the20

displacement of trees, and are generally central to21

the campus, and that approximately 13 percent of the22

proposed increases in bulk is in additions to existing23

buildings.24

Other criteria that we are required to25
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look at, in section 210, interim use of land and1

buildings moved off-campus were not applicable in this2

case, to this campus plan.3

So our recommendations are in three basic4

areas. One is in the housing policy; two is the5

environmental policies; and three is the historic6

preservation policy.7

From the information provided by Catholic8

University that they anticipate their -- they will9

need to build 400 additional beds by the 2011 academic10

year to accommodate their projected growth in11

enrollment.12

And they provided for, in the plan, 100013

additional beds, which would accommodate the maximum14

FTE in the plan, which is 7,500. So in the housing15

policy we have a number of components that we feel are16

key to making sure that the impacts of the campus on17

housing in the neighboring areas is minimized.18

One is the, continue the one hundred19

percent of freshmen and sophomores living on campus20

policy. Two is they provide effective, provide21

attractive housing by upgrading their current housing22

so it is competitive in the market, and encourages23

juniors and seniors to live on campus. We hope for a24

goal of at least 50 percent.25
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Provide on-campus amenities, again, to1

encourage on-campus living, which they already are2

doing. Continue to provide off-campus programs that3

they have, the disciplined properties program,4

standard student conduct and rules.5

Continue to monitor on-campus housing6

demand and needs, and keep the housing pace with7

enrollment, so that both juniors and seniors who want8

to live on campus will have available space. And this9

is where we had indicated some sort of trigger, but10

they just need to monitor this.11

And then, lastly, provide annual reports12

to the Commission, so that the Commission can be13

comfortable that there is no negative impacts from14

enrollment on the housing and neighboring areas.15

Under the environment, let's say they have16

a very impressive set of environmental things there,17

it seemed like a leader in environmental policies, and18

we encourage them to continue it; their conservation19

efforts, their efforts to improve air quality, their20

efforts to improve air quality, and their landscaping21

and urban forestry provisions.22

And, finally, historic preservation. We23

would like them to consolidate the information,24

historical information and records that they have into25
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one repository, develop a survey of the buildings, and1

submit the survey, and the historic preservation2

element of the plan, and how it affects the campus, to3

the Historic Preservation Office of Planning within4

one year.5

Until the historic preservation plan is6

complete, I would like to make sure that no possible7

historic structures are lost, and that nothing is8

demolished, other than Bonaventura. And we are9

supportive of the plan, and can take any questions.10

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. McGettigan.11

Any questions, Mr. Hood?12

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Madam Chair, I just13

wanted to ask Mr. McGettigan about the reporting14

mechanism. While I agree with him, and I think it is15

a good way to go, I'm just not sure exactly how we can16

do it.17

When you say the Zoning Commission, are18

you speaking in terms of the person, the enforcement19

person we have in the zoning office, or the zoning20

administrator, or who actually would monitor? Or has21

that detail been worked out, yet?22

MS. MCCARTHY: I think our notion was, if23

the Commission had those reports submitted on a24

regular basis, then it would have current information25
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when further processing cases came along, to take that1

into account, and just -- we thought that was, the2

university, as they indicated, didn't want to see an3

absolute trigger of the 50 percent.4

And because of the situation on the5

campus, as Mr. McGettigan explained, not directly6

abutting against a high density residential7

neighborhood, the way some of our other complaints8

have.9

We thought that that was a better way to10

do it, let's just have reports on file, the Commission11

can take a look at them when further processing cases12

come in, that is the opportunity to deal with13

enforcement issues.14

VICE CHAIR HOOD: All right.15

MR. MCGETTIGAN: And the reports would be16

fairly simple, just documenting the enrollment17

numbers, number of beds available, and number utilized18

by undergraduates and graduates.19

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Okay, good, thank you.20

CHAIR MITTEN: Mr. Parsons?21

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Mr. McGettigan, I22

presume you are familiar with the Metropolitan Branch23

Trail?24

And how is it proposed to go through this25
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area, just along McCormick Drive and the sidewalk, and1

Brookland on the sidewalk, or --2

MR. MCGETTIGAN: My understanding is it is3

already built along the east side of McCormick.4

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Yes, on the5

sidewalk. And does it -- there is nothing on the6

plan, not that it is the responsibility of the7

university, but there is nothing on the plan that8

indicates where it is. I just wanted to make sure9

that we are not doing anything that would preclude it10

from happening on the future.11

MR. MCGETTIGAN: Yes, it is not on their12

campus --13

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: No, I understand14

that. But do you understand it to be along Brookland15

Avenue? Maybe we have the answer. I should have16

asked you instead.17

MS. LEA: It runs, it currently runs on18

the east side of McCormick Road, to the Metro. And19

the route from there, further south, is yet to be20

determined. There are several options being studied.21

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Yes, but how about22

to the north, how along your ball fields, Brookland to23

the north, towards Fort Totten?24

MS. LEA: It stretches all along CUA's25
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campus, from the Dufour Center, all the way down to1

the Metro.2

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: But on the opposite3

side of the road?4

MS. LEA: But on the opposite side of the5

road, yes, on the Metro side.6

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Anybody ever ask7

you to place it on the campus? There is no reason to,8

but I just --9

MS. LEA: No.10

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Okay, thank you.11

CHAIR MITTEN: Anyone else, Mr. May?12

COMMISSIONER MAY: Mr. McGEttigan, when13

you were discussing the campus plan, did you get into14

the question of the south campus, and the eventual use15

of those properties?16

And do you have an opinion about what17

should be occurring there, does OP have an opinion18

about that?19

MR. MCGETTIGAN: Well, we can note that it20

is in close proximity to the Metro station. We have,21

recently, developed some transit-oriented development22

policy, oriented development policies, for those23

areas.24

So if it goes to a non-campus use, we25
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would encourage a fairly high density mixed use1

development, consistent with out transit oriented2

development policies in that area.3

MS. MCCARTHY: I think that was also one4

of the reasons that, one of the issues that led us to5

asking for a historic preservation element was the6

notion of demolishing buildings over there, without a7

plan in mind for something to replace them seemed, if8

there were some alternative uses for those buildings,9

it seemed like it made sense to keep them, rather than10

create a lot of vacant land, especially in immediate11

proximity to a Metro stop.12

And in discussions, and we also asked the13

university some of the same questions that you did14

about what are the plans for that area, and shouldn't15

that be part of the plan?16

But since the university doesn't have a17

use in mind, or any plans in the future, maybe we18

should look more closely at issues of landscaping, and19

presentation of that land, so that it doesn't become a20

kind of dangerous no-man's land, and further21

discourage use of the Metro.22

We were -- our initial concern was more23

related to don't demolish buildings if there might be24

some other use for them. But I can see that there may25
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be some other issues that is worth looking at further.1

COMMISSIONER MAY: Yes, I would hope there2

would be some further conversation on this, because3

the idea that they -- whether the buildings are4

demolished, or whether the property is, you know,5

essentially stays intact but isn't used for campus6

housing, it seems that there is this --7

Well, I would hate it for these properties8

to become sort of the forgotten remnant of the campus.9

And, you know, on the one hand that there would be10

some potential, unrealized potential for this property11

that is next to the Metro station. But also that it12

would become a nuisance for the neighborhood, and that13

it wouldn't be maintained well, it wouldn't be14

attractive.15

And it would help if there were not a plan16

to actually use the property, that within the campus17

plan there would be some element of how they would18

maintain stewardship of the property while it is on19

hold. That is what I'm getting at. Thanks.20

CHAIR MITTEN: Anyone else?21

(No response.)22

CHAIR MITTEN: All right, thank you. Ms.23

Prince, any cross examination of the Office of24

Planning?25
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(No verbal response.)1

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you. All right, in2

the record we have, in terms of agency reports, we3

have a report from the Urban Forestry Administration,4

the Fire Marshall, the Water and Sewer Authority, and5

the Department of Transportation.6

Is there anyone here representing any of7

those agencies, or any other government agencies?8

(No response.)9

CHAIR MITTEN: All right. Again, I don't10

see Mr. Barry here to give the report for ANC 5/C, but11

I would just note that we have a letter in support12

dated September 17th, 2002, from ANC 5/C.13

And is the person representing 5/A here?14

No, okay. Well, if they get here later, then we will15

hear from them later, as long as we are still all16

here.17

I would just note that we have a number of18

pieces of correspondence from ANC 5/A and Mr. Hood19

noted the most recent piece of correspondence,20

earlier, which is the February 5th, 2003 letter.21

And now on the witness list, I do not have22

any persons who would like to testify in support. But23

is there anyone who didn't sign up, a person who would24

like to testify in support?25
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(No response.)1

CHAIR MITTEN: All right, then we will2

move to the folks in opposition. And we have Mr.3

Drudi and Mr. Wilson, if you would both come forward.4

And I want to be sure that, since people5

were drifting in, have you been sworn? And Mr.6

Wilson, have you been sworn in? All right, we will7

have Ms. Sanchez do that.8

(Witness are sworn.)9

CHAIR MITTEN: And I just want to make10

sure that you fill out two witness cards before you11

leave, if you haven't already done so.12

MR. DRUDI: I'm here for the Michigan Park13

Citizens, and I presume I get five minutes?14

CHAIR MITTEN: That is a correct15

presumption. So if you would like to begin, Mr.16

Drudi, whenever you are ready.17

MR. DRUDI: Yes, I would. And I will be18

sending, later, an official statement from the19

Citizen's Association. With the snowstorm, and20

everything, all our organizing is sort of askew.21

And the intention was that I would put22

into the record some background documents, which I23

would like to pass forward to you. And then I will24

give my statement.25
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CHAIR MITTEN: Just give that to staff,1

and they will pass it down to us.2

MR. DRUDI: I think it is a little strong3

to say, to characterize me as an opponent of the plan,4

although I guess that if you have to have opponents,5

and proponents, that would be the more accurate.6

For over 100 years Catholic University and7

the surrounding neighborhood, in the package I'm8

sending forward to you there is actually the railroad9

schedule from 1891 showing the neighborhood, houses in10

the neighborhood, and the university, we have had a11

harmonious relationship.12

And we desire to preserve that harmonious13

relationship. We are very fearful that we are seeing14

the beginnings of that harmonious relationship going15

south, in the spate of student problems, in what I16

sent to you, you will see some of the newspaper17

articles about the student discipline problems in the18

neighborhood, etcetera.19

The university's unwillingness to commit20

in writing, in the plan, to vigorous enforcement of21

its off campus discipline policy, and to continuing to22

provide enough on campus housing for the juniors and23

seniors that desire to live on campus, is the first24

step towards the problems that the neighborhoods25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

111

around GW and Georgetown, particularly Howard also, I1

understand, have experienced.2

It is the Michigan Park Citizen3

Association's earnest hope, we did vote at various4

times, most recently on February 4th, to call for the5

Zoning Commission to have Catholic University6

explicitly commit, in the plan, to assuring there is7

enough housing, and not only in amount, but also8

affordable housing comparable to the going rate in the9

other universities, and attractive housing, for the10

juniors and seniors that desire to live on campus.11

They will, we submit to you, if forced to12

move off campus because the university isn't providing13

the right kind of housing, or enough housing, the ones14

that want to live on campus, want to live on campus to15

be close.16

And they will be more likely to move into17

the neighborhood than the ones who elect to move off18

campus.19

Now, there are aspects of the campus plan20

that you particularly need to pay attention to,21

because as I said, for the past 100 years or so, the22

university has operated within its boundaries.23

Now, however, it appears to be, based on24

what you can see on page 12 of the campus plan, it is25
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going to add something on the order of 8981

undergraduate students. But it is not committing to a2

single additional housing spot for them.3

Now, where are many of those students4

going to go, but into our neighborhood? So the5

university for the first time is predicating its6

operation on the expectation that our neighborhood7

will provide housing for its students. That the8

university will no longer be self-supporting in that9

respect.10

What we are proposing here is not to11

require the university to provide X amount of housing,12

the trigger mechanisms. Rather we are proposing a13

procedural step, which is that the university14

continue, the university assure its juniors and15

seniors that there will be adequate supply of16

affordable, attractive, on campus housing, if they17

choose to live in it.18

I would suggest to you that the campus19

plan has, that the university is changing the nature20

of its operation. That for most of that 100 years it21

was a predominantly graduate institution.22

But look, again, on page 12 and you will23

see that as 10 years ago, but not before that, the24

number of undergraduate students exceeds the number of25
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graduate students.1

Catholic University is now, and proposes2

to be, a predominantly undergraduate institution. And3

I think that you need to look at what they've said4

when it says that the university talks about the5

institution's graduate character.6

And I think that you need to look, very7

carefully, at what they say on page 12, because I8

would submit to you that they are becoming a9

predominantly undergraduate institution.10

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Drudi. And11

we will look forward to reading the rest of your12

materials. If you would just hold your seat, and then13

we will hear from Mr. Wilson, and then we will ask you14

both questions at the same time. I won't forget you.15

Mr. Wilson, you need to turn on the mike,16

and identify yourself. That is good, thank you.17

Identify yourself for the record.18

MR. WILSON: I'm Jeff Wilson, I'm a19

resident on Newton Street, the 1200 block of Newton20

Street, in Brookland. And I'm a middle school teacher21

in Arlington public schools.22

I want to tell you the last thing, no not23

the last thing, but one of the things that I have24

heard from the students that live across the street25
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from me, recently, was we are all 21 now, so you won't1

have to worry about us any more, because when each one2

of them turned 21 they had a smashing party.3

I really think that that is their4

mentality. And I mentioned that I'm a middle school5

teacher, because I think that when college kids,6

undergraduates in particular, freshmen and so forth,7

they go back to almost middle school behavior, and8

that is my observation as a professional.9

And when they are off campus and10

unmanaged, I think that they really kind of lose it.11

And I was present at the 5-C meeting, I live in 5-A,12

and I didn't have any say, any contribution to this.13

So I'm not sure how they said, you know, came to that14

conclusion that we contributed.15

But I think it is a good document, but one16

comment I had was that it be reproduced so that it17

could be read, because right now it is not very18

readable. And I'm not sure that they -- the comment19

was that their printing costs were already exceeded.20

So I'm hoping that it will get printed in21

larger print, and actually distributed to --22

CHAIR MITTEN: The document that you are23

holding there is what?24

MR. WILSON: It is the off campus living25
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guide.1

CHAIR MITTEN: Okay.2

MR. WILSON: And I just have to also say,3

for the record, that the community were the ones that4

took on all the leadership in terms of solving the5

problems that we had in our neighborhood.6

If it weren't for -- and it monopolized,7

basically, two years of my life. We had three campus8

houses on our block. And without videotaping and9

convincing the media to play it on TV, nothing ever10

would have been done.11

Father Friday, when we went in to meet12

with him, his comment was, you know, once this is,13

once students are off campus we wash our hands of it,14

it is for the D.C. police to deal with; there are laws15

out there to protect you from this, and you need to16

work with them.17

And I think that is why it is very18

important that this discipline property process, and19

everything, needs to go on record as part of the plan,20

so that that is -- so we don't backslide into that21

situation again, if we have different leadership at22

the university.23

And Ms. Pervi said that, you know, that24

they show up at hearings for ABC hearings. And I want25
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to let you know that we have had nine hearings,1

approximately nine zoning hearings at the ABC Board2

for Nate's Comfort Zone, and not once did I see3

Catholic University there.4

When I asked at the 5-C meeting, Father5

Friday, about that property south of Michigan Avenue,6

he mentioned that they needed a buffer zone. And that7

is where I want to really praise you, Mr. May, because8

that, the rest of the buildings they are going to tear9

down are going to become more of what he referred to10

as a buffer zone.11

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you. And if you had12

something in writing that you wanted to submit, we13

would welcome that.14

Let me just see if the Commission has any15

questions before we go to the Applicant. Any16

questions?17

(No response.)18

CHAIR MITTEN: I will just ask both of19

you, I don't know if you were here for the entire20

hearing, but earlier the university represented to us21

that they would incorporate, as conditions, the22

discipline property, and the code of conduct for23

students off campus.24

Does that give you any, does that address,25
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at least in part, some of your concerns?1

MR. DRUDI: I think that gets us to third2

base.3

CHAIR MITTEN: Third base is pretty good,4

usually.5

MR. DRUDI: Yes. Catholic University has6

had a long history of good community relations. And7

we want to make, you know, sort of a stitch in time is8

worth nine.9

And we are seeing things beginning to go10

in the wrong direction, and we want to bring them back11

on track before we get like Georgetown, and GW, in a12

real set of problems.13

Where we have our concern is the off14

campus discipline policy is, obviously, not popular15

among its students. There is a substantial segment of16

the students who, of course, support it because they17

don't, you know, they think the partying reflects18

badly on them.19

You will see, in the materials that I gave20

you, however, where epartyschools.com featured21

Catholic University as one of the top party schools in22

the country, etcetera.23

And there is -- and as I said, it is kind24

of, like, national news that Catholic University is a25
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big party school.1

We are a little bit afraid that Catholic2

University will, once they are through the hoops here3

at the Zoning Commission, will succumb to the internal4

pressures not to, as vigorously, enforce the off5

campus discipline policy.6

And I think they've kind of, I think they7

kind of, as I said, gotten to third base. And there8

just needs to be some language on there, where they9

commit to vigorously enforcing it.10

I think it is just a tweak of the11

language, really, that we need. It is not a, in other12

words, so far they have said we have this policy. But13

having the policy is not quite the same as agreeing to14

vigorously, and vigilantly, enforce the policy.15

And I think with just a little tweak of16

the language that references the policy, we are going17

to get to home plate here. And I think it is18

incumbent on the Commission, as I said, to make that19

stitch in time that will save nine.20

CHAIR MITTEN: Okay. And I saw Ms. Pervi21

vigorously nodding as you were suggesting that they22

add that language, so maybe on rebuttal they will23

address your concern.24

MR. DRUDI: I think we are almost there.25
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CHAIR MITTEN: And then I just want to be1

clear about your concern regarding adequate housing2

for juniors and seniors who want to live on campus.3

And, as we understand it, that is not a4

problem now. Everybody that wants to live on campus5

does live on campus if they are an undergraduate6

student.7

So this is something that you are8

projecting into the future, is that correct?9

MR. DRUDI: Yes, we are, because we've run10

the numbers, and you can see the numbers from page 12,11

and page 12 says 868, approximately, additional12

students, and zero commitment to additional housing.13

And from what Ms. Pervi said, and from14

what the students I talked to tell me, Spellman dorm15

is about ready to fall into the earth. Spalding dorm16

is no longer usable, it is virtually condemned. I17

guess they use the basement as a prayer chapel.18

CHAIR MITTEN: That is an interesting19

juxtaposition of things that I don't need to explore.20

MR. DRUDI: Well, the point being that21

they clearly have a couple of campus buildings that22

house a pretty fair number of students that may not23

make it to the next campus plan hearing ten years from24

now.25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

120

So even if they build replacement housing1

for that, where are the other 868 going to go? As a2

practical matter we are very fearful that they are3

just going to tell the juniors and seniors there is no4

room at the inn for you, we need to house the fraction5

of the 868 that are freshmen and sophomores on campus,6

go fend for yourself.7

And they are going to dump 868 students8

mostly in our lap, in Michigan Park, and other9

adjoining ANC 5-A neighborhoods. And that will all10

impact the character of the neighborhood in a way that11

would be objectionable.12

It could destabilize the neighborhood in13

such a way that the neighborhood's character is14

changed, and the neighborhood no longer loses its15

harmonious, family-oriented character.16

And that is very much a fear that we have.17

And it is not in the university's interest for that to18

happen, either, to be surrounded by a bad19

neighborhood. You will see, in the -- you will see in20

what we presented to you, where the housing guide from21

a couple of years back, one of the students referred22

to one of the apartment buildings as a slice of heaven23

in the ghetto, and obviously they were referring to us24

as the ghetto.25
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And on the back of that you will see a1

report, from the 1965 Brookland historic tour, showing2

that even when the neighborhood changed in the '60s,3

its education and income levels of its residents,4

remain the same as they have been.5

And so the students kind of look at our6

neighborhood very negatively, not understanding that7

that is an inaccurate perception. But, you know, Yale8

and Columbia are surrounded by bad neighborhoods, and9

it is not in Catholic University's interest to let10

that happen.11

And it could happen, you know, if they12

pursue what they are describing here, and if you let13

them do that.14

CHAIR MITTEN: I understand your concern.15

MR. DRUDI: They have to make that16

commitment. We will support the revenue bond for17

them, we have before. And, you know, GW went in for a18

third of a billion dollar revenue bond, Catholic19

University would need some minor, some fraction of20

that to do it. But they have to provide the housing.21

You know, it is just not fair to push the22

students off campus.23

CHAIR MITTEN: I understand completely.24

MR. DRUDI: We are concerned about the25
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students, too. We don't want them forced into our1

neighborhood, and not being happy about having to be2

there, and as a consequence of not being happy about3

having to be there, tearing up the town.4

Because the former president of the5

student government flat out told me, I said, so let's6

say, my block had like three student houses out of the7

34. I said to him, what would happen if instead of8

three there were a dozen, like a third of the block?9

He said, it would be just like the dorm.10

The dynamic of student's attitudes would11

change. The student house next to me that behaves12

itself very well, and has through sets of students,13

would behave very differently, you can tell they are14

partiers, that kind of feel intimidated of going over15

the top.16

But if there were 11 other student houses17

like that, on my block, I can assure you that that18

house would behave differently.19

CHAIR MITTEN: I understand, thank you.20

Anyone else?21

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Madam Chair, let me just22

ask Mr. Drudi, I know he has been out there for a23

while, and others.24

Again, I don't know if you were here25
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earlier, when I mentioned about the liaison. I know1

in other campus plans always hear about this work2

group that consists of university personnel,3

representatives in the community, businesses or4

whoever you have.5

Did a group such as that ever exist? And6

do you think if one was to reappear, would that help7

mitigate some of these issues? Which don't seem to be8

as high as some other ones I have heard in other9

universities around the city.10

But it is almost like you could have a11

group, and you all would come to the table, and you12

can maybe forge a partnership, and you can have a13

meeting of the minds.14

MR. DRUDI: Part of the reason that we are15

not as bad as these other neighborhoods is that things16

with Catholic University haven't gotten there yet.17

But if they do what they propose, ten years from now,18

whoever is sitting in this Commission, is going to19

hear the same thing that you heard about Georgetown20

and GW.21

Now, Catholic University in the mid-'90s,22

under the direction of their campus ministry program,23

had something called Communiversity, which was the24

students, the staff, they tried to get faculty25
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involved, community people, ANCs, etcetera.1

Which all got together, the second2

Wednesday, or some such thing like that, the second3

Thursday of the month, or something like that, over4

pizza at noontime.5

And that kind of petered out when the6

particular person that was the head of campus ministry7

left to go back to his diocese, I think in New Jersey,8

or some place like that.9

But it was, in my estimation, as a civic10

leader who attended a great many of those meetings,11

very productive. You will see, in the materials that12

I have given you, something that was prepared by one13

of the student ANC commissioners that has represented14

that single member district, making a case for15

reviving something like that.16

I think when there were many of the17

problems with the students partying in the middle of18

the street, and so forth, which really resulted in a19

lot of bad blood between the students and the20

neighborhood.21

That much of that bad blood could have22

been alleviated had there been some kind of forum of23

that kind. Because then the students, usually through24

the politically active students who are in the student25
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government, etcetera, who can speak for their1

constituency, who can intermediate with their2

constituency, and intermediate with the other players,3

because they are the future politicians, and they kind4

of have that skill.5

As opposed to many of the partiers who6

might just be engineering students that don't have7

those people kind of skills. And that we and they8

having to sit in the same room, and look at each other9

face to face, it kind of puts a human face on some of10

the -- it puts a human face on the issue.11

And it forces the people to deal with each12

other as human beings, instead of just sort of in13

theory and, you know, we will do this, and you will do14

that, and screaming at each other.15

And I think that that would be productive,16

were the university to reinstitute something like17

that.18

VICE CHAIR HOOD: That is, Mr. Drudi, you19

have answered my question, thank you.20

CHAIR MITTEN: Anyone else?21

MR. WILSON: Excuse me, Madam Chair?22

CHAIR MITTEN: I'm sorry?23

MR. WILSON: May I just frame -- I think I24

have one of the road issues that I would just like to25
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frame, if I may.1

CHAIR MITTEN: Okay, quickly.2

MR. WILSON: Yes. Because I think that on3

the issue with the McCormick Drive, and I think that4

the solution with a drop off point, with the5

roundabout, I think that is a very good solution.6

But I think we also, like you brought up7

with the trucks, and if we are looking at it as only,8

I think it was 186 in the morning, and 135 in the9

afternoon, that is a small amount to be on one road.10

But when you add that onto 10th street, it11

is a problem. So I think what needs to happen is if12

there is a way that it can be designed so they still13

have a place to turn around, and the road can still go14

through, and maybe there is some way to design it with15

landscaping so that that is a minor problem.16

Because if they think that they are17

solving the solution for their students, they are not,18

because as a matter of fact a student's parent just19

bought a house on Sixby Place, which goes into 10th20

Street, and intends to keep that house for its entire21

duration, while he is in school, and has a bunch of22

other students living with him, they are going to be23

out there crossing 10th street.24

And so it is not a matter, moving it from25
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one side of the tracks to the other side of the tracks1

is not stopping Catholic University students, nor is2

it, you know, it is just moving the problem from one3

place to another.4

CHAIR MITTEN: I understand.5

MR. WILSON: And making it in one place6

where it is not so bad already, making it very bad,7

and completely eliminating it in another place. But,8

still, it is not just -- I'm not talking about just9

the community, but it is Catholic University students,10

also.11

So they need to keep the roundabout, and12

keep it as a through traffic at the same time.13

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you. Mr. Hannaham,14

did you have a question?15

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Mr. Drudi, I'm16

just looking, quickly, through the packet that you17

provided a few minutes ago.18

I noted that there are several letters19

that you have written to the president of Catholic20

University. Did you ever get a response?21

MR. DRUDI: Yes, there have been various22

responses, and I didn't include them in the --23

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: There are none24

included here.25
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MR. DRUDI: No, I didn't include them, and1

I can if you would like. The reason I didn't is2

because the letters are there primarily to show that3

the Citizens Association has been conveying the same4

set of messages to the university over a period of5

time.6

In many cases the letters were polite but7

not really substantive, in that they said, this is how8

many students we have in campus, and this is how many9

we house, or that sort of thing.10

But I can provide those to you, if you11

would like.12

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: No, that is not13

necessary. Earlier, I'm sure that you were here, there14

was testimony by Catholic University that they have a15

very good control over the presence, the location of16

their students, both on campus and off campus.17

And it seems that sort of the bulk of the18

off campus students were not in the District, but were19

in Maryland or Virginia.20

MR. WILSON: Can I answer that question?21

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: It didn't seem as22

though it was a big, you know, overwhelming problem in23

terms of the number. But you probably see it24

differently.25
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MR. DRUDI: Yes, and after Jeff answers I1

will explain why.2

MR. WILSON: Well, I explained, when I3

went to the 5-C meeting, this is the part that I4

didn't get to in the three minutes, I explained to5

them, when we went there, that they need to keep track6

of who lives where, and how many students are where,7

and update them with information like this, and make8

sure that they are getting information.9

Because, like they said, students may not,10

like Ms. Pervi said, that they may have students that11

come in as a sophomore, and if they weren't there for12

the freshmen orientation, and going off campus living,13

they may never have gotten this.14

So they need to have a record of where15

they are. And the response that I got at the 5-C16

meeting was, that there is no way on earth that they17

can keep track of all their students, and where they18

live, and they really just don't know.19

That was the response that I got. So I20

was very amazed, when I heard that there were detailed21

records about which zip code that they lived in,22

because I was trying to get them to communicate,23

regularly, with their off campus students.24

And that was, you know, as a way of25
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keeping track, and just trying to keep them in check1

and, you know, having a relationship with the2

students, because they had kind of washed their hands3

of them at one point.4

And that was their response, that they did5

not know. So that seems very conflicting to me.6

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Tonight we get the7

impression that they do know, at least to some degree.8

MR. WILSON: Yes, and this was only about,9

I guess, a year ago or so. It is interesting.10

MR. DRUDI: I would like to suggest --11

CHAIR MITTEN: Well, we want the short12

answer this time, Mr. Drudi.13

MR. DRUDI: I would like to suggest that,14

perhaps, Catholic University is using the address it15

has on file. So there may be a systematic undercount16

in what it has.17

So if you are a student that is living18

nearby, but all your bills are going back to your19

family's home in New York, they may not count you as20

living nearby, unless they have some way of capturing21

that fact, and they may not have a way of capturing22

everybody.23

But to get to Mr. Hannaham's, the core of24

Mr. Hannaham's question, at present the students at25
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Catholic University, there is enough housing for all1

the juniors and seniors that want to live there, that2

want to live on campus.3

So the only ones that are moving off,4

which the data we have suggest is about a third of the5

juniors, and about two thirds of the seniors, are the6

students that really, sincerely, want to move off7

campus.8

And we think that the students that want9

to move off campus are, in characteristic, different10

from those that really want to live on campus. And,11

therefore, are more likely to spread out through the12

residential area, than the ones that want to live on13

campus and, therefore, put a premium on being close to14

everything.15

Maybe they don't have a car. So if they16

don't have a car they want to be close by. Well, if17

you do have a car you can live three miles away,18

because it is just a few minute drive to campus. But19

if you don't have a car, then you maybe really want to20

live on campus, so it is a three minute walk away.21

And if you are forced to move off campus,22

we believe, that those kinds of students are more23

likely to move into the adjoining neighborhood. And24

that is why we believe that in lieu of requiring the25
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students to live on campus, even as juniors and1

seniors, and in lieu of setting some sort of trigger2

number, that if they simply continue to guarantee the3

students that want to live, the juniors and seniors4

that want to live on campus, that they can continue to5

do so.6

That there will be adequate housing for7

it, will be enough to solve the problem, because the8

ones that choose to move off campus, even with the9

greater number of students, we believe will continue10

to be more likely to more widely disperse in their11

residential patterns, through the metropolitan area.12

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you. Does that13

answer your question?14

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: That does answer15

my question. Thank you very much, Madam Chair.16

CHAIR MITTEN: Great, thank you. Anybody17

else, any other questions?18

(No response.)19

CHAIR MITTEN: Ms. Prince, any questions20

for these gentlemen?21

MS. PRINCE: I just have a few questions.22

Mr. Drudi, you made the statement that the university23

has grown more undergraduate in character.24

Are you aware that there are 319 fewer25
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undergraduate students now than there were in '92, at1

the time that that plan, the last plan was processed?2

MR. DRUDI: Yes, as I said, page 12 gives3

those numbers.4

MS. PRINCE: So what would cause you to5

say that the university has fundamentally changed the6

character, especially when we have said, emphatically,7

that we project that most of the future growth in8

enrollment will be in part-time graduate students?9

MR. DRUDI: Because the numbers, now, on10

page 12 and the comparative numbers from 10 years11

earlier, show that the number of undergraduate12

students is greater than the number of graduate13

students.14

Whereas when I was a student at Catholic15

University, I am a Catholic University alum, I16

graduated in '79, you will see in the materials I gave17

you, a picture of me in the student government,18

sitting next to Terry McAuliffe, the guy on the other19

side of Terry is also an ANC 5/A resident.20

When I was a student, you know, at that21

time Catholic University had more graduate students22

than undergraduate.23

MS. PRINCE: Are you aware that there are,24

now, 70 vacant housing units on campus, and available25
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for any undergraduate who would choose to live in one1

of those units?2

MR. DRUDI: I was not aware of that3

specific number, but I know that right now there is a4

surplus of housing. But I can guarantee you that5

surplus of housing disappears, almost instantly, when6

you add 868 additional students.7

MS. PRINCE: Of the 868 that could get8

added, under a best case scenario, assuming that there9

is a boom in enrollment, and the university is able to10

go back to the levels where it was 20 years ago; 5011

percent of those students, the freshmen and12

sophomores, would be required to live on campus. You13

are aware of that requirement?14

MR. DRUDI: Oh, definitely.15

MS. PRINCE: So the statement that 86816

would live in the Brookland neighborhood is completely17

without basis, because at least half would be required18

to live on campus.19

MR. DRUDI: Let me suggest something to20

you. I guess math was one of my, math and computer21

science was one of my minors, and I'm an economist.22

So, yes, that is true, they would be23

required to live on campus. But if there is not enough24

room for them, with the existing housing, then the25
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university would just turn around and tell the rising1

juniors, and the rising seniors, sorry you can't live2

on campus next year.3

MS. PRINCE: Are you aware that there is4

currently --5

MR. DRUDI: So the additional 400, yes,6

those 400 that would be showing up as freshmen would7

be on campus.8

MS. PRINCE: But they would force out9

upper classmen.10

MR. DRUDI: Yes, exactly.11

MS. PRINCE: And you seem to have reached12

the conclusion that upper classmen would be forced13

out, and they would live in Brookland when, in fact,14

we've submitted evidence that 1,100 of the15

undergraduates live in Maryland, and only 189 live in16

Brookland.17

So why would you automatically assume that18

any undergraduates that opt to live off campus would,19

necessarily, choose to live in Brookland?20

MR. DRUDI: What I am assuming is that the21

characteristics of the students who want to live on22

campus, and would not be allowed to, are fundamentally23

different from the characteristics of the students who24

want to move off complaints, for reasons such as,25
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well, I want to live on campus because I don't have a1

car, so I need to be real close.2

Or I'm really involved in everything, and3

I don't want to hassle with commute, or I like to --4

MS. PRINCE: Do you consider --5

MR. DRUDI: Let me answer the question.6

So I like the social life here. And so we are7

assuming, and I believe it is a reasonable assumption,8

that the students that want to live on campus will be9

different on the housing choices that they make, if10

they are not allowed to live on campus, than the ones11

that want to move off campus.12

CHAIR MITTEN: I think we got that before,13

so we got that.14

MS. PRINCE: And are you aware that there15

is, currently, an aggressive program to renovate16

existing housing units, on campus, to bring them up to17

code, to bring them up to all life safety standards?18

MR. DRUDI: As I say, I was a student19

there. And so I have been in, I think, practically20

all the dorms, except the new one, except the21

Centennial Village, and Millennium.22

And I hope the university is successful.23

But one of the students told me about Spellman, is24

that a year or so ago it was all but condemned, and25
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they really have to fix it up.1

MS. PRINCE: And it is being renovated.2

MR. DRUDI: Yes. And, frankly, I have3

heard stories about Spellman settling the wrong way,4

and sinking, and cracking, and those buildings may not5

make it until the next campus plan.6

MS. PRINCE: I have no more questions, Mr.7

Drudi.8

Mr. Wilson, you made a comment that a9

representative from the university said that he had no10

information regarding where students live, or that the11

university was, at that point, assembling the12

information on where the students live?13

MR. WILSON: They said that there was no14

way of keeping an accurate record of where students15

live.16

MS. PRINCE: Well, if you are interested17

in the information, at the time that statement was18

made, the information was being compiled, and there is19

an extremely detailed zip code information that we20

would be happy to present to you.21

And that just reinforced our conclusions22

that the vast majority of students do not live in23

Brookland.24

MR. WILSON: Well, I guess as a follow-up25
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to that I would have to tell you that when the1

students have a party, there is more than 189 students2

would actually show up at one of these houses, because3

I witnessed it, and it is on videotape.4

So it is not just whether they live there,5

because the kids, there was literally a train coming6

across Monroe street, from campus, all undergraduate7

students, into our neighborhood, to come to these8

houses.9

And when that happened, initially, for the10

first year and a half, the comment from Father Friday11

was, you know, we wash our hands of this. So that is12

where the whole thing started with, you know,13

communication, knowing where students are off campus,14

and communicating well with them.15

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you. I think Mr.16

Hood has one more --17

VICE CHAIR HOOD: I just want to follow-up18

on Mr. Drudi's question, and the answer I need to19

know, Mr. Drudi is either on or off.20

You bring a different perspective, being21

an alumnus. At the time, when you attended Catholic22

University, and I want you to put yourself in their23

shoes, did you stay on campus, or did you stay off24

campus in the Brookland area?25
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MR. DRUDI: I lived, all four years, I1

know Flatter hall.2

VICE CHAIR HOOD: Thank you.3

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you, thank you all.4

Is there anyone else who would like to testify in5

opposition?6

(No response.)7

CHAIR MITTEN: All right. Thank you Mr.8

Drudi, and Mr. Wilson.9

MR. DRUDI: Thank you, Madam Chair.10

CHAIR MITTEN: And now we will have11

rebuttal by the Applicant.12

MS. PERVI: I can be very brief, how is13

that?14

First thing, the off campus living guide,15

this is a hard copy of what is on our website, this is16

the updated version which was updated, you must have17

an old copy. This is the updated version, and these18

days students need it online.19

We also put it on line so we can reference20

it for parents. We also had an off campus housing21

meeting in the Dufour Center, for all the students22

that live off campus, and we went through all the23

requirements in this guide, and also gave them some24

suggestions about how they might live off campus, and25
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where to consult this guide. So we have it in hard1

copy, but we also have it on line for anybody, and for2

any access.3

The second thing is, Mr. Drudi brought up4

the communiversity. And I think that is a good point.5

The communiversity was something that was started in6

campus ministry. But, in fact, most of the campus felt7

that we -- our outreach is across campus.8

And out of that effort grew different9

focused attention groups. One is that -- well, let me10

suggest that the noontime communiversity at noon, a11

lot of good things came out of that, but people said12

that wasn't a time, that wasn't an effort, that wasn't13

something that was very productive. It was noontime,14

the people who could come, who had to work, couldn't15

make it. We tried it in the evenings.16

But what we did is take that concept and17

then look on campus and say, okay, what came out of18

that? And three things came out of that. Campus19

outreach involved volunteer and community outreach.20

So we set up a new data base system, and a21

new matching system through campus ministry. So what22

we used to do at communiversity could be done much23

more efficiently. That is a community has a need,24

like tutoring -- well, I will get to academic25
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partnerships, let me just start with individual, an1

individual need for something, habitat for humanity,2

or whatever.3

That gets registered in through campus4

ministry, and then they match the student volunteers,5

and the faculty, and staff volunteers to that. So6

that happens more in the campus ministry end.7

Out of that meeting also came concerns8

about economics. So in an hour where only certain9

people could come, to communiversity, it tended to be10

the same stuff over and over again, and we couldn't11

necessarily deal with it at those meetings.12

So the second concern became economic13

development, economic issues, you heard14

transportation. So the economic stuff came through,15

the businesses on 12th street couldn't make the16

noontime meeting, so we had different groups develop.17

There was a Brookland CUA partnership, a18

NIP, neighborhood improvement partnership, there was19

the business community partnerships. So these20

developed into partnerships that had their own21

meetings, and their own open sessions. So that was the22

second element.23

The third element was school partnerships.24

So at the Communiversity, in good faith the middle25
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school principals, and Brookland Elementary School1

Principal tried to make it, but she couldn't make it2

either. So the idea of academic partnerships was put3

in another office, which is the office of our Provost,4

who could work with all the principals, and the PTA,5

and the PTO associations, to try to match not just6

student teachers, but other community relationships.7

So, in effect, that and the ANCs became8

more of the places. And the civic associations became9

more of the places for sort of general updates on all10

those initiatives happening all over the campus.11

So if it is helpful, our book that we12

produced, which I delivered to the ANCs, also now has13

the way you can contact. So if your school wants14

tutors, here is the person on campus you can contact.15

So instead of coming to these meetings and then16

running around trying to match people with needs, we17

could do it in a manner that some of those specific18

things could take off on their own.19

So I just raise that with you. It is a20

concept, it is a neat idea, it was clever at the time,21

but it grew into something even bigger and better, in22

my opinion.23

The other thing is that I have all those24

letters. The President sent me those letters, and the25
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civic association, in fact, I dealt with the president1

of the Michigan Park Civic Association.2

And, in fact, on January 18th, 2002, this3

is also in my appendix, I had written a response to4

some community questions that they produced. In fact5

they said they formed a committee to look at6

university issues, but we had never heard that there7

was such a committee.8

And I do have my response because they9

originally sent it to the President, and the President10

sent it to me, and I responded personally. I got a11

nice letter back, and I attended the March 5th, 7 p.m.12

Michigan Park Civic Association.13

We are on the agenda, it was not just a14

campus ministry plan, but a discussion of the15

extensive letter I had written back outlining all the16

questions and concerns that we thought they had, that17

we would like to address.18

So, in fact, it was at that meeting where19

we heard about the cardinal walkers, and that sort of20

thing. So we branched out and said, okay, these are21

all good ideas, we will incorporate those things.22

So I'm a little concerned because I will23

tell you, and you can ask Dino and the others, if they24

write to me I take the time to really find out the25
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information, I take the time to make it, I will come1

to any of the meetings. I have always had that open2

discussion.3

And at that meeting, you know, I don't4

know, we were both at that meeting, but I felt it was5

very open, and we talked about follow-up meetings, and6

follow-up initiatives.7

I also will tell you that at that time,8

Cullen joined me, Cullen was brand new, so I brought9

Cullen so they could see and meet him, and we brought10

the boards for the campus master plan, and at that11

time they were very supportive.12

So I'm a little surprised, this is sort of13

new news. And in my information, in fact I will tell14

you there was a letter, the March 15th was a last15

minute invite, and I changed my day off plans, and16

Dino received that as secretary of the organization,17

that I changed my out of town plans in order to be18

sure that I did attend, to make sure that they had the19

opportunity, because I understood that they don't meet20

that often. So we want to accommodate them in any way21

we could.22

So I guess I just don't want to leave the23

impression that somehow we are either bureaucratic and24

we do everything sort of, you know, written letter25
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back and forth. But, in fact, usually what we try to1

do is be very thorough.2

I will give everything, and be very, you3

know, disclose everything that people want to ask us,4

and then we will come and discuss it. So I hope that5

helps.6

I don't think there was anything else. I7

will tell you, the issue about condemning, because the8

students are here, and they are going to put it in the9

paper tomorrow, I don't want to leave the impression10

that any of these residence halls are falling apart or11

in disaster.12

I will tell you that there has been13

serious renovations. For example, Regan Hall this14

summer will not only be renovated, but will get 3015

additional spots. We were able to renovate in a way16

to gain 30 attractive spots.17

So we are doing the small things that18

really retain the current housing that we have, in the19

condition that would be attractive to students.20

The hall he was talking about falling and21

splitting apart, was Reardon Hall on the south campus,22

and that was demolished because, yes, it was sitting23

on a fault line, or an underground stream and, you24

know, when I first came to Catholic University in25
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1982, when I went over there, yes, my pencil fell1

through a crack in the hallway, and we said, we can't2

use this residence hall any more, and it has to be3

replaced.4

We replaced it with Centennial Village and5

Dino did say, Centennial Village opened in 1989. So6

we are going back to 1989, and we have, in every one7

of our facilities, and in that bond issue, made8

improvements to student facilities, to housing. What9

we used that bond money for is renovation of the10

current facilities, and to expand the new Millennium11

residences.12

And we had a previous bond issue for13

Centennial Village. So I will tell you, we are trying14

to gain the attractive housing.15

I have one more story and this is, honest16

to God the truth. And the one more story is this, to17

determine whether students really want on campus18

housing.19

Well, what I enjoy about students is they20

are very honest with us, and sometimes they are not as21

honest with their parents. And so what they will do22

is say, mom, there is no attractive housing on campus,23

I have to move off campus, because that is what they24

want to do, is move off campus.25
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So if they don't get their first choice,1

if I'm a sophomore and, boy, do I want to be in that2

Millennium Hall, I'm going to tell my mother, it is so3

unbearable to be in that icky freshmen Spellman Hall4

across the way, when in fact Spellman isn't that bad.5

And, in fact, one year the freshmen fall6

in love with Spellman, one year the junior year fall7

in love with Spellman. These things go through8

cycles and stages.9

So students are about as unpredictable as10

they have ever been. They will try to talk their11

parents into letting them live off campus. The only12

thing I will tell you is we also don't own off campus13

houses. These are individually owned.14

And, as you heard, his comment that a15

parent bought a house, I heard that comment just16

recently. And what I'm finding is that parents and17

our students don't treat Brookland as some disgusting18

village right outside the door but they are saying19

maybe this would be a good investment, maybe I can20

improve, and buy a house, and actually use it.21

Now, I don't know, but I'm saying that I'm22

getting the sense that parents may be buying houses in23

the community, whether that is good or bad, we will24

monitor that.25
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I will also tell you that on the first1

Saturday that the students were here, we heard a rumor2

about a party. We heard a rumor about a party in a3

particular place. We are not really sure what4

happened, we think there was a party, but the5

difficulty the next day, Sunday morning, that group of6

students, where there was a rumor about a party, were7

sitting in my office.8

And Akima Rodgers is the associate dean of9

students, had slipped his card into all the neighbors10

surrounding that place, and asked them to please11

comment. I have the letters. What the neighbors said12

it wasn't a big deal, please don't.13

And, in fact, I was ready to send the14

students home, just on a rumor that there was a party,15

because the parents had just been told that I won't16

take any nonsense.17

The neighbors pleaded with me, and I18

brought those letters, I won't distribute them, but I19

brought them. And they said, please don't, we don't20

think these are bad students, and we really don't21

think -- we think there may have been alcohol, but22

they didn't spill over, it wasn't an issue.23

Yes, they were filming, but this is all24

old news. And I know we -- I really understand the25
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community's concerns. But a lot of this stuff is the1

old stuff, it hasn't been in place, and these students2

have been model citizens, by the way, because the3

neighbors wrote to me, again. Because I said to them,4

if I dare find out you do anything, you will be back5

in my office on a Sunday morning.6

Now, the other thing is, we were on7

epartyschool. In fact, the Tower put the picture on8

the front. Do you know what we did? We took a copy9

of the Tower, and with a magnifying glass we10

identified who the students were in that picture, and11

we called their parents.12

And we sent letters and said, why don't13

you come and take your students home? Now, the14

students were panicked over that, and asked for a15

second chance. epartyschool took us off immediately,16

because we were pains, and we weren't somebody they17

wanted to see on their eparty.com website any longer.18

So I'm just telling you, I don't know what19

else to tell you, other than that is how we are20

involved, it is not just me, it is a whole dean of21

students office.22

Yes, you talk about Father Friday, I took23

Father Friday's place. But Father Friday instituted24

the discipline property. Darcy Flynn, who did all the25
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filming, stood up last year at a community meeting,1

and complimented Father Friday for all the good things2

he did.3

And we haven't had, if there was a party4

on Newton Street, you have our number, call us up.5

CHAIR MITTEN: We don't want to engage in6

a dialogue, okay?7

MS. PRINCE: No, but I'm just saying, I'm8

sorry, to hear old news, or to have things in place,9

and hear this over and over again, I think we are10

reasonable people, we are trying to do what we need to11

do, we are trying to make reasonable housing on12

campus, and we will continue to do that.13

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you. Let me just14

remind you of your vigorous nodding when Mr. Drudi was15

asking --16

MS. PRINCE: You can put that in.17

CHAIR MITTEN: You are amenable to that,18

okay.19

Anyone have any questions on Ms. Pervi's20

rebuttal?21

(No response.)22

CHAIR MITTEN: There are a few things that23

we have to get. We need a copy of the Office of24

Planning's PowerPoint presentation, for the record.25
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And I had asked Mr. Elias to have a follow-up1

discussions with DDOT regarding the rerouted truck2

traffic that is now using McCormick Drive.3

And so we want to give you ample4

opportunity to give us some kind of response, based on5

your conversation. And I would ask the Office of6

Planning if they could engage DDOT to give us a7

response of their own, you know, I think that would be8

helpful.9

So Mr. Bastida, why don't you give us a10

date that would give us a little bit of time?11

MR. BASTIDA: Right. I have two12

questions. Do you still want the information of the13

EFTS 15 credits?14

CHAIR MITTEN: No, they pointed me to the15

language in the last campus plan order, and I think we16

can just incorporate that.17

MR. BASTIDA: Would you like further18

elaboration on the use of the university land to the19

south?20

CHAIR MITTEN: Mr. May?21

COMMISSIONER MAY: I don't think that that22

will be coming any time soon. I didn't get the23

impression that that is going to really be well24

considered. I think that is something that maybe in25
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further processing case we will understand more about1

it. Maybe OP will keep an eye on it.2

CHAIR MITTEN: And I think what they said,3

you know, for the life of this plan, if they are4

asking for ten years, they don't foresee using it. So5

it is essentially unplanned space.6

So I think the answer is no, Mr. Bastida.7

MR. BASTIDA: Okay, thank you. I would8

like to ask the university how long they think that9

they will need in order to put this information10

together and file it with the Commission, and serve it11

on the two ANCs?12

MS. PRINCE: I can do it very quickly.13

DDOT is a little bit unpredictable. I would say if we14

could allow for ten days to get a response from DDOT.15

And if we are unable to, by the end of ten days I16

would note that in DDOT's own report they talked about17

the need to examine the feasibility of the turnaround18

situation that we were recommending.19

So such an examination of feasibility20

could be built into any approval. I mean, we are21

completely open to investigating it further after an22

approval. So I would say ten days.23

MR. BASTIDA: I would have to provide some24

time for the ANCs to respond, also. So based on that25
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I would suggest that we schedule this for a decision1

for the April meeting.2

CHAIR MITTEN: Well, the filing, we are3

not scheduling the decision, we are just scheduling4

the dates that things have to be filed.5

MR. BASTIDA: Today is the 20th, I would6

suggest that the university file by Thursday, March7

the 6th, by 3 o'clock, all that information. That8

gives you slightly two weeks. Then the ANC would have9

an additional two weeks, three weeks until the 27th to10

provide their response, on Thursday the 27th at 3 p.m.11

And then we will schedule the meeting, the12

decision meeting whenever the time and the agenda13

would permit it.14

CHAIR MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Bastida.15

Does that sound all right?16

MS. PRINCE: To be clear, would my draft17

order also get filed on the 6th?18

MR. BASTIDA: Usually that is --19

CHAIR MITTEN: You need to put your mike20

back on, there, Mr. Bastida.21

MR. BASTIDA: Usually we allow that draft22

order to be filed at the end of the response because23

the ANC can file their own order, and there is no back24

and forth on the draft order, right? Is that clear, 325
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o'clock?1

CHAIR MITTEN: AR, so if you are clear on2

the dates then I won't repeat them, and I would like3

to thank everyone who came down this evening for4

participating, and braving what is left of the snow.5

And we will make a decision on this case6

at one of our regular monthly meetings, after the7

closing of the records. And the meetings are8

typically held at 1:30 p.m. on the second Monday of9

each month, and are open to the public.10

And we look forward to seeing you. So if11

you are interested in following this case further, you12

can contact staff regrading the status of the case.13

I now declare this public hearing14

adjourned.15

(Whereupon, at 9:49 p.m., the above-16

entitled hearing was adjourned.)17
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